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MILIS TINA: 
. 
THE DOUBLE INTEREST. 


CHAPTER 1, 


LoRD Severn, deſerted by all his ac- 
quaintance, ſecluded by his preſent ſtate _ 
of health from the amuſement of public 
places, was reduced to frequent ſociety 
where his rank gave him ready admiſ- 
ſion: a degree of inherent pride had, 
till this period, kept him from low com- 
Vol. II. . pany: 
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pany : he now quieted the admonitions 
of family pride by keeping up his dig- 


nity—by being the firſt in rank and con- | 


ſequence in every company he mixed 
in: he ſoon repeated his viſit to Iſling- 
ton, but varied the ſplendour of his 
equipage by going in bis chaiſe and. 
four, with poſtillions cloathed in poppy - 
colour jackets richly ornamented with 
gold lace, attended by two ſervants in 
livery frocks, with a Viſcount's coronet 
over the letter S. on the houſings and 
holſters, of emboſſed filver. The dirty 
negligence of his Lordſhip's dreſs was, 
in fact, a faſhionable conceit and af- 
fectation, and, by his appearance, it 
_ would have been ſuppoſed he could ill 
afford giving a ſhilling for a lift in a 
returned poſt-chaiſe. A large bouquet 
of the choiceſt forced flowers occupied 
the front of his chaiſe ; three different 
daily papers, and a political pamphlet 
which he had never looked in, were to 
be confidered as neceſſary companions 


of 
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of his drive. The large noſegay was 
given into the hands of Mrs. Himerton's 
maid, and preceded his Lordſhip's en- 
trance, and was placed on the table 
before her Lord Severn ſaying—“ I 
thought the 'freſhneſs of early flowers 
might be agreeable to you and Miſs 
Errold—they are the fineſt London pro- 
duces: for myſelf, this is the only ſeaſon 
of the year I ever notice them—in 
ſummer I cannot ſupport them.“ 


Heſter was, by accident, unuſually 
well dreſſed, and the rarity of forced 
flowers animated her face with the gay 
{miles of gratified admiration. Mrs. 
Himerton was quite electrified with the 
honour and delight ſo unexpeRedly 
poured upon her, and her expreſſions 
of pleaſure were not diQtated by even 
the little ſhare of common ſenſe: ſhe 
poſſeſſed—* It would be quite impoſ- 
ſible, my Lord, to ſay how kindly: 1 
take all this of you. Do, Heſter, tell 

5¹ B 2 his 
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his Lordſhip how monſtrouſly kind we 
take this politeneſs of him. I am 
ſure, my Lord, the noſegay is a preſem 
for a N Pp 

Mrs. Hlimerton was delighted by 
Lord Severn's marked attention to Heſ- 
ter—ſhe failed not to enlarge on her 
various. accompliſhments :' it was with 
great difficulty ſhe excuſed herſelf from 
tormenting his Lordſhip with one of 
Clementi's longeſt leſſons, which would 
moſt effectually have prevented his re- 
* his viſit. 
Lord Sali had no muſic in his 
ſoul, and totally diſregarded all accom- 
pliſhments he was incapable of enjoying; 
after having flattered the vanity of the 
old lady, and talked nonſenſe to the 
young one, he took his leave, having 
promiſed Miſs Errold he would ſhortly 
call in his phaeton, in the hopes of in- 
ducing her to accompany him in a drive. 
| To 
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To this requeſt Mrs, Himerton gave 
ber ready aſſent, with a torrent of ac- 
knowledgments for the honour intended 


ber coulin; ſhe had no ideas of pro- 


priety of conduct, and would have been 
puzzled to even attempt the literal 
meaning. of the word: it was not to be 
expetted a ſchool girl of fifteen would: 
be ſtruck with the impropriety of a re- 
queſt, which promiſed her ſo much 
pleaſure. The ladies attended his Lord 
ſhip down ſtairs, when his new equipage 
| ſtruck her wondering fight with ad- 
miration, the expreſſion of which was 
not to be reſtrained, —< What a grand! 
appearance—nothing comes up to you 
OY s ſhew in all London.“ 


4 ſoon as he was out of light, Mra. 
Himerton anxiouſly enquired of her 
maid if Lord Severn. was a+. married 


man.—* No, Madam—but he bas been, 


z nigh to being married many times, for; ' 
all the ladies. in London and. other parts, 
| B 3 255 are 
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are in love with him: the ſervants fay 
their maſter is quite in a weak way— 
they think he is in a conſumption.” 


The firſt information ſhe had com- 
municated was fo ſatisfactory to her 
wiſhes, that ſhe hardly attended to the 
latter part of it, if ſhe heard it, ſo im- - 
patient was ſhe to ſuggeſt to Heſter the 
probability there-was that Lord Severn 
would ſoon be deeply in love with her— 
« That will be a fine job, for I will 
anſwer for you; indeed who elſe ſhould, 
for J have, as it was, quite taken you 
from your papa—he has enough without 
you.“ © 0 

Heſter, void of ſentiment or refine- 
ment, would not have refufed any offer 
that would place her in affluence- and 
ſplendour, attended to all Mrs. Hi- 
merton ſaid with great pleaſure; and, 
not being of a romantic turn, did not 
think it eſſential to be in love previous 

to - 
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to marriage, feeling aſſured it would 
follow after. their union. 


The promiſed delight ſo impatiently 
expedted and anticipated by Heſter was 
enſured by the arrival of Lord Severn 
at three o'clock the next day, the hour 
of Mrs. Himerton's dinner, which ſhe 
moſt willingly gave up to accept the 

offered pleaſure ofa drive in the phaeton: 
e aſcended with ſome difficulty, having 
her feet condutted by the groom from 
the top of the wheel to a projecting 
. Rep, and from thence to the phaeton: 
ſhe already felt a conſequence ariſing 
from the dazzling finery of parade, and 
thought the eyes of the paſſing ſtranger 

would be attraded with as much ad- 
miration as her own. They left Mrs. 
Himerton in a tranſport of delight, 
which muſt have effeQually ſpoiled her 
appetite. Lord Severn drove to town, 
round the Park, and down Bond Street, 
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ſtopping to give Mifs Errold fruit and 
ice at Owen's, when the attention of 
ſome idle young men, who were loung- 
ing away their morning, was arreſted 
by ſeeing Severn ſtop with a fine girl 
in his phaeton: they came out to ſpeak 
to him, that they might more particularly 
obſerve his fair companion—her glow 
of health and fine complexion, with a 
profuſion of beautiful hair blown by 
the wind in pictureſque ringlets round 
her face and covering her ſhoulders, 
with the animated expreſſion of her 
features, almoſt produced poſitive beauty. 


Lord Severn was flattered by the ad- 
miration he evidently ſaw ſhe attracted 
from theſe faſhionable connoiſſeurs, and 
from this moment beheld her himſelf 
with eyes of approbation and pleaſure; 
enjoying in his own mind the curioſity 
and envy he had raiſed in the breaſts of 
thoſe profligates, which navelty and 
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doubt alone can excite.— After baving 


returned his charge to Iſlingten, with a 


promiſe of ſhortly ſeeing her again, on 


his way to town the thought, ſtruck him 
of immediately marrying this girl.— 
He ſaw her with all the added advantage 
of faſhionable drefs, rouge, diamonds, 
&c. and was. impatient to call in the 


aid of milliners, hair-dreſſers, and man- 


tua-makers, to realize the ſuppoſed ad- 
dition they would enſure to her beauty: 
all bis wiſhes (caute qu'il conte) were to- 


be gratified—he found his health daily- 


declining, and was at times very ap- 


prehenſive he ſhould be obliged to- 


ſubmit to the neceſſary preſcription of. 
the phyſicians, which, till this period, 


he had not attended to, though he had. 


conſulted the moſt eminent, To live- 


alone he found impoſlible : this girl will. 


be devoted to me, and keep off the- 
blue devils, who ſo often affailed him in 
conſequence of ſhattered. nerves. and 


_ total 
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total loſs of the bleſſings of animal ſpi- 
rits, which continually preſent to us 
viſionary dreams of happineſs, and 


brighten the proſpe of expected life. 


or 
1 
1 

| 
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1 
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CHAP. 1I. 


LORD Severn determined to go to 
Iſlington the next morning, and aſtoniſn 
Mrs. Himerton by an immediate pro- 
poſal to her couſin. The indignation 


this haſty act of folly would produce in 
the Earl, his father, weighed not a grain 


in the ſcale when in competition with. 
his wiſhes, however abſurd: his mo- 
ther's approbation he hoped the beauty 
and apparent good- nature of the lady 
of his choice would herſelf enſure when 
ſhe was known to Lady Farnborough: 
he not even thought of from what fa 
mily. ſhe ſprung ; it was ſufficient. for 
him that ſhe was to derive: ber conſe. 


quence from him—her Ls in ſociety 


he could enſure her. 12H ble 
B6 The 
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The intention of the next day did not 
diſturb his thoughts the previous even- 


ing: he aroſe with the uſual languor of 
debility and fatigue, and threw himſelf _ 


into his chaiſe and four and drove to 
Iſlington, and found a ready admittance 
to Mrs. Himerton, who, on his arrival, 


was very troubleſome in the vulgar ex- 


preſſion of her thanks to his Lordſhip 
for the great honour he had conferred 
on her couſin, and all the very polite 


behaviour he had ſhewn her the pre- 


ceding morning. 
| ö 


On Lord Severn's impatiently en- 


quiring for Miſs Errold, Mrs. Himer- 
ton ſaid, in a diſappointed tone of 


voice It is the unluckieſt thing that 
ever was, ſure; but, not expeRQing the 
honour of ſeeing your Lordſhip to-day, 
J gave her leave to go for a walk with 


a young lady who lives juſt by us, an 


old {choolefcllow of Heſter's, but J will 
N | ſend 


| 
| 
| 
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| fend directly for her, and hope 7 
will find her,” 


$he diſpatched two ſervants to ſeek 
her in different dire&ions, and Lord 
Severn employed this interval in abrupt- 
ly communicating the inducement of his 


preſent vifit, by propoſing to imme- 


diately marry her coufin, and loſe no 
time for the neceſſary arrangement for 


fuch a fiep. 


Mrs. Himdrton was ſo tranſported 
with pleaſure at this highly-flattering 
propoſal of an alliance with her family, 
that ſhe found it impoſſible to give im- 


' mediate utterance to her joy. 


Lord Severn, having finiſhed his ſen- 
tence, waited. Mrs. Himerton's anſwer 
for herſelf and coufin.—* Really, my 
Lord, I do not know what to ſay to 


your Lordſhip, for myſelf and Heſter, 
for the great honour you do us; J am 


fure 
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ſure I am very proud of it—every thing 
muſt be as you pleaſe ; I only wiſh Miſs 
Errold was here herſelf to aſſure your 
- Lordſhip how proud ſhe will be to ac- 

cept your Lordſhip's offer.“ 755 

Mrs. Himerton ventured to anſwer 
for her couſin's joyful acceptation of 
Lord Severn's propoſal: he waited the 
expected return of the young lady till 
four o'clock, when, being tired of the 
tete-a-tete with Mrs. Himerton, he 
commiſſioned her to convey to Miſs 

Errold all he had hoped to have had 
the pleaſure of himſelf communicating 
in perſon, urging her immediate com- 
pliance—deſiring her to fix an early 
day for their union. 


On taking his leave of the delighted 
Mrs. Himerton, whoſe eyes ſtill ſparkled, 
or rather twinkled, with pleaſure, to 
dine was impoſlible—the appetite of 
pride, ambition, and conſequence, was, 

At 
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at this moment, completely gratified; 
even the pleaſure ſhe derived from a 
pinch of ſnuff was, for a time, ſul- 
pended—ſhe had not once opened her 
fnuff- box during Lord Severn's viſit. | 


Mrs. Himerton called for her hat 
and cloak, and went herſelf in purſuit - 
of Heſter, almoſt breathleſs with im- 
patience, to. communicate the unex- 
peed event that awaited her. She 
talked to herſelf diſtinctly, articulating, 
in a louder tone—* My coulin, the 
Viſcounteſs of Severn !“ She had not 
| proceeded many ſteps from her door 
ere ſhe ſaw the young ladies returning 
from their evening walk, loaded with 
cowſlips and ſpring flowers: ſhe hailed 
them with a loud halloo—* La! how 
you both crawl like a couple of ſnails : 
come along, do—I am out of all pa- 
tience.“ | 


The 
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The at did not quicken their pace, 
conceiving Mrs. Himerton was impatient 
for her dinner: they were both fa- 
tigued with their walk, and the innocent 
laughing at the trifling conceits of their 
youthful imaginations vas increaſed 
to that involuntary rifibility which was 
not to be reſtrained, even on the fight 
of Mrs. Himerton—On Miſs Errold's- 
near approach ſhe caught hold of her 
arm, and almoſt ſqueezed it through, 
exclaiming—< Lord, child! I have ſuch: 

a piece of news for you as will make 

-you ſtare:—Lord Severn have been 
here all the morning, and, as ſure as 
we are alive, he have made downright 
propoſals for you. I have been all 
over of a flurry and fluſter ever ſince; 
in ſhort,” my dear, his Lordſhip is de- 
termined to marry you immediately, — 
Gracious me !——what. a grand lady you 
are to be.“ „ 


a # + & 
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VMiſs Errold knew Mrs. Himerton was 
on all occaſions as abrupt as ſhe was 
vulgar—a joke was far beyond the ca- 

pacity of her comprehenſion: ſhe there- 
fore received this unprefaced informa- 
tion literally, and was almoſt as much 
delighted as Mrs. Himerton, though ſne 
had a different manner of expreſſing it: 
her young acquaintance moſt heartily 
envied her, and. derived great pleaſure 
fromtherefleQed conſequence ſhe ſhould 
herſelf receive from an. intimacy. with 
the Viſcaunteſs Seyern, from which 
every thing that was delightful was to 

occur. —All things are probable to a 

young viſionary mind.—Heſter's eyes 
flaſned with the pleaſure of anticipation 

a ſerious thought had ſeldom impoſed it= 
ſelf on her volatile mind: the delight= 

ful idea of ſoon becoming her own miſ- 
treſs raiſed in ber imagination un- 
bounded fcenes of ſucceeding plea- 
ſure. She acceded to all Mrs. Hi- 
merton propoſed, leaving the whole to 

ber 
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her ill-judging direttion, ſuggeſting only 
for herſelf the propriety of writing to 
her father on the occaſion, which Mrs. 
Himerton aſſured her was by no means. 
neceſſary.—*< Time enough, my dear, 
when you are married, for that.” 


The evening was paſſed at Iſfington by 
a thouſand proje ding plans for the fu- 
ture“ I ſhall live in the phaeton for 


the firſt month, and go parties into the 


country dine at the Star and Garter 
at Richmond dance almoſt every night 
go to Ranelagh - call on you, my dear 
Sophia, addreſſing her friend, and take 
you with us —and we ſhall have ſuch de- 
lightful laughing parties, I cannot help 
thinking of #t—won't it be charming 
fun?” - Mrs. Himerton interrupted her 
by ſaying—“ You will be had to Court 
the very firſt thing you do—and to the 
Levee, and Drawing-room, and Birth- 
day.” — Though Miſs Errold had more 
knowledge of the Forms of the world 

than 
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than her couſin, ſhe never thought it 
worth the trouble of ſetting her right; 
and knowing her to be ſo ſelf-fufficient, 


that it would have been an arduous 
taſk. . AT 


The doubts and fears arifing from 
anxious love, which is continually tor- 


menting and intruding on the quiet com- 


poſure of the mind, diſturbed not the 
repoſe of Miſs Errold—the thoughtleſs 
gaiety of her heart was invulnerable to 
the attacks of regrets ariſing from the 
paſt, or fearful apprehenſions for the 
events of the future.—Each morning 
promiſed pleaſure—each night enſured 
her ſweet repoſe, 
| . 
195 Severn was ſo ill the day pro- 
ceeding his propoſals to Mrs. Himerton, 
that he was unable to go to Iflington, 
but ſent his chaiſe and attendants, re- 
queſting Mrs. Himerton would make 
uſe of it, and do him the honour to 
drive 


— 
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drive to town, and call on him for a 
few minutes on the ſubject of their laſt 
converſation, Mrs. Himerton moſt 
willingly prepared to obey his Lord- 
ſhip's ſummons, obſerving. to Miſs Er- 
rold, how monſtroufly kind it was of 
his Lordſhip, . propoſing, at firſt, that 
Heſter ſhould attend her, but, on ſe- 
cond thoughts, ſhe determined to g 
alone. 8 


The novelty of ſhow delighted her 

- obſervation as much as it could have 
done at fifteen—ſo true it is, that all 
pleaſures ariſing from pride and often. 
tation are ſtronger at a later period of 
our life. Mrs. Himerton ſat aukwardlx 
upright in the chaiſe, with an expreſſion 
of conceived dignity. in her counte-. 
nance. On her arrival-in Bond Street, 
at bis. Lordſhip's lodgings, ſhe found 
Lord Severn impatiently expecting her; 
a very ſhort time ſettled the uſually, 
eonſidered important buſineſs of mar- 
riage 
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riage to their mutual and entire ſatis- 
faction, it being determined they ſhould 
be united as ſoon as the ſum he had aſ- 
ſigned for her ſettlement ſhould be drawn 
in the uſual form, which his lawyers 
had promiſed ſhould be completed in a 
fortnight: they were to be married by 
a ſpecial licence, and his Lordſhip pro- 
poſed the ceremony being performed at 
his preſent lodgings in preſence of Mrs. 
Himerton and any friend of hers ſhe 
| Pleaſed to ſeleQ, but to be as private as 
poſſible; and in the hopes of ſhaking off 
the horrid incumbrance of Mrs, Hi- 
merton after their union, propoſed go- 
ing immediately out of town. Mrs. Hi- 
merton ventured to diſſent to the cere- 
mony being performed in a room, ſaying 
* She had no notion of goods coming 
from any marriage that was not per- 
formed in a church. I am ſure there 
could never be a more happier couple 
than myſelf and poor dear Mr. Hi- 
merton, and we were married at the 

= 5 New 
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New Church in the Strand—not that 
I am particular what church, ſo it is a 
church; but to be married in a room is 
no how at all; and I have heard ſay, 
my Lord, it don't ſtand good in law, be- 
ing all a new faſhion; and I amr ſadly. 
afraid, my Lord, that Heſter will no 
how at all like it.“ 


Lord Severn, feeling himſelf too ill 
for contention on any ſubject, acceded 
to her wiſhes of the ceremony taking 
place in a church, and fixed it for St. 
George's, Hanover Square. Mrs. Hi- 
merton ſaid, ſhe would do herſelf the 
honour of paſſing a month with them, 
previous to a little excurſion ſhe had 
fixed to make the approaching ſummer. 
Lord Severn yielded from inability to 
oppoſe her, and deſired ſhe would make 
uſe of his chaiſe, and go to the moſt 
faſhionable of the different trades-peo- 
ple who were to have the. honour of 
"Iv the Lady Severn elec with her 
wedding 
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wedding fine ry, naming Mrs. Terniers, 


in Bond Street, as the firſt in town for 
taſte and obliging attention to the or- 
ders ſhe receives from her cuſtomers. 


Lord Severn drove moſt mornings to 
Iflington—ſtaid-an hour or two—drove 
his intended out in his phaeton—dined 
twice with her—ſupplied her with a pro- 
fuſion of fine flowers—made her elegant 
and ſuperb preſents, with his picture 
finely ſet with diamond; and this conſti- 
tuted his mode of courtſhip. 


Miſs Errold now wonderfully im- 
proved to the eye of a toniſh critic— 
her hair cut and powdered, the bright 
thine of its natural colour changed to 
a dirty yellow brown; the beauty of her 
fine complexion was not to be heighten- 
ed by art, even in the artificial taſte of 
Lord Severn, who allowed it was too 
ſtrong to admit of rouge, but aſſured her 
that after the firſt winter in town ſhe 

might 


/ 
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might wear it to great advantage, and 
would produce a much better effect 
when her own roſes were completely 
faded. Try Fees BULL 


| Three weeks from Lord Severn's firſt 
propoſals united, in the preſence of 
Mrs. Himerton and Miſs Sophia Wood- 
burn, the profligate Lord Severn to 
the gay unthinking novice to the world, 
Miſs. Errold, daughter to the ſtupid 
Heſter Aberford: they were married at 
St. George's, Hanover Square, and im- 
mediately ſet out for Bath, where he 
mtended taking a houſe in the Creſcent, 
and ſtaying as long as it preſented any 
novelty. Lord Severn found Mrs. Hi- 
merton's company inevitable, and ſhe 
cheerfully confented to go with Lady 
Severn's woman in a hired chaiſe, which 
followed the bridal equipage, with three 
ſervants in new liveries on the occaſion. 


* 


They 


MIL Is TNA. 23 


They left town with a diſplay of oſten- 
tatious ſhew, which inſured to them the 
delight of a pompous paragraph in the 
papers a circumſtance of conſiderable 
pleaſure to Mrs. Himerton, whoſe heart 


danced with joy, and, to uſe her own 


expreſſion, ſhe was all over of a twit- 


teration. Lord and Lady Severn found 


Bath in high ſeaſon, and the diſſipation 
they entered into haſtened the diſſolu- 
tion of Lord Severn, who, after the 
firſt fortnight, was totally confined to 


his houſe, and daily grew ſo feeble, that 


he was glad of the aſſiſtance of Mrs. 
Himerton in the capacity of a nurſe, the 
only ſituation ſhe was really qualified to 
acquit herſelf in, and by her attention to 


his Lordſhip, Lady Severn often ab- 


ſented herſelf from confinement, and 
thougtleſsly joined the giddy girls around 
her.—Increaſed debility compelled the 
Viſcount to call in immediate aſſiſtance, 


and a conſultation of phyſicians aſſured 


him that nothing but Briſtol could ſave 
Vor. II. 2 IM him, 
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him, and urged to Lady Severn the ne- 
ceſſity of his immediate departure for 
that place. The peremptory tone of the 
phyſicians produced a change in Lady 


Severn's countenance, for though ſhe 
had never felt poſitive affeQion for her 


huſband, her good-nature had produced 


a grateful regard for him, as the author 
of all the pleaſures ſhe ſo truly taſted 


— 


and enjoyed. — Short were the intervals 


wherein real feeling touched her heart. 


Lady Severn had no evil bn her heart, ö 
and under the well- appointed inſtruction 


of a ſenſible man, who could have at- 
tached her affedions, might have pro- 
duced a decided and amiable cha- 
raQter. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Lapy Severn: felt impatient to 155 
Bath, truſting that Briſtol would reſtore 
her huſband. Soon after her marriage 
ſhe had written to her father a ſhort 
formal letter, to ſay that, with the full 
_ conſent of her couſin, ſhe had united 
herſelf to the Viſcount of Severn, and 


was as happy as her father could poſſibly 


wiſh her to be, and hoped in the courſe” 
of the ſummer to pay him a viſit at Lay- 


ton, previous to which herſelf and Lord 


Severn , would be very happy to ſee 
Mr. Errold at Bath, where they pro- 
poſed remaining ſome time. 
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Mr. Errold received this information 
with ſurpriſe and apprehenſion for the 
future happineſs of his daughter, as 


mere.eſtabliſhment in life was not all he 


looked to: he did not feel elated by 
the noble alliance ſhe had formed with 
the houſe of Farnborough, having a 

| ſovereign contempt for the proud Earl, 
who he was ſure would feel his greatneſs 
irrecoverably debaſed by the miſalliance 
his ſon had made with his family. The 
duties of his church prevented his taking 
a journey to Bath :—he wrote to his 
daughter, and made reſpectful mention 
of his ſon-in-law ; for though he was by 
no means pleaſed with the match, he had 
no reaſon to be angry with Lord Severn 
for the preference he had ſhewn his 
daughter, though he highly diſapproved 
his character, which was too well known 
to him. He immediately informed his 
friend and patron, the good Sir George 
Berrel, of the event that had taken place 
in us family, which, as it was paſt re- 
5 | calling, 
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calling, the Baronet would not (in con- 
ſideration of the feelings of his friend) 
expreſs his diſſatisfaction at this infor- 
mation, but encouraged him to hope the 
beſt.— Though the father of Lady Se- 
vern, he had a very imperfect know- 
ledge of the quality of her heart, as his. 
contracted circumſtances in life had 
induced him to yield his own inclina- 
tion to the ſuppoſed advantage of his: 
daughter, by ſubmitting to the neceſſity 
of her going to a boarding-ſchool—a 
mode of education he did not approve 
for girls as conducive to the moral vir- 
tues, and lamented his own inability to- 
ſuperintend the accompliſnments ne- 
ceſſary for a female to receive. 


\ 


His ſon was „ beads to the church, and 
a promiſing youth and a good ſcholar. 
His youngeſt ſon he had: loſt in the 


meaſles at an early age. Happy provi- 
ſion for the individual! | 


C 3. Lord 
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Lord Severn, in an almoſt untelligible 
ſcrawl, had addreſſed the following let- 


ter to his mother, who was not in the ' 


habit of hearing from her ſon, but on 
thoſe. occaſions in which ſhe could be 
of real or ſuppoſed uſe to him: 


* 3 1 


« You will doubtleſs be ſurpriſed. to 


hear I am married give you the 
« earlieſt information of it, requeſting 
« you vill appriſe my father of it. — 
© Lady Severn was Miſs Errold, daugh- 


« ter of a clergyman. of that name in 
« Dorſetſhire, in every reſpedt deſerv- 


« ing, and I hope you will approve my 
„ choice, when ſhe has the honour of 
being known to you.—She deſires to 
6 1 her reſpects. 
« am, yours, 
« SEVERN.“'“ 


Lady Farnborough vas ſaved the 


painful communication of this abrupt 
| intelligence 
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imelligence to the Earl, by the arrival 

of the papers by the ſame poſt, with a 
pompous account of the marriage of 
his ſon. - The immediate effect of this 
information produced the temporary in- 
ſanity of violent paſſion, which blazed 
to a fearful height, and having from its. 
rage expended itſelf, ſubſided in ſullen 
filence. He confined himſelf to his 
apartment, refuſing to admit Lady Farn- + 
borough, whom he conceived. had ſome. 
previous information on the ſubject, 
which ſhe had withheld from him.— 
This prohibition to appearing before 
bim in his preſent temper was a very 
happy exemption for the gentle ſpirits 
of his wife, who was herſelf thankful it 
was not worſe, and that her ſon was mar- 
ried to a gentle woman of. an amiable fan 
mily, and flattered herſelf, if ſhe'was a 
ſenſible woman, ſhe might effect a re- 
formation in her ſon's life, which ſhe 
had. ſo vainly and. anxiouſly deſired, — 
After three days paſſed by the Earl in 
1 C4 the 


©. 
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the ſolemn gloom of diſappointed pride 
and anger, he ſent a formal meſſage by 
the groom of his chambers, deſiring the 
attendance of the Counteſs in his apart- 
ment. — She fearfully obeyed the ſum- 


mons of her Lord: he aroſe to meet 


her, and ſaid in a tone of majeſtic dig- 
nity — 


« If your Ladyſhip values the conſe- 
* quence of my regard, I charge you 


* never, in mypreſence, to mention that 
« diſgrace to our family and outcaſt 


ee from our houſe, who from this mo- 


© ment has forfeited all pretenſions to 
* my regard or conſideration, and in- 
„ curred my everlaſting indignation for 


« the indelible ftain he has tranſmitted. . 


* to the honour of our houſe.” 


Lady Farnborough had been too long 
in the ſchool of paſſive ſubmiſſion and 


obedience to venture even a contrary - 


opinion on indifferent ſubje&s, and 
IPG | though 


* 
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though her feelings were ſenſibly hurt 
by the implacable hatred. and unfor- 


giving menace denounced by her huſ- 
band againſt her ſon, ſhe remained. 
Glent, which her haughty Lord ever 
conſidered as a ſubmiſſive acquieſcence 
to his will. Lady Farnborough heard: 
all he had to ſay, and then ventured to 
aſſure her Lord ſhe was as much a 
ſtranger to the received information as 
he was, and preſented Lord Severn's 


letter as a confirmation of the truth of 
it, which he refuſed to read. The Earl: - 
denied himſelf to all his neighbours,,, 
from a conſcious diminution of his great= 
| neſs, and conceived the dependant vaſ- 
ſals of his houſehold would alone regard 


him with that ſubmiſſive reſpe&- he had: 


ſo long been in the habit of expecting 


from all who approached him. 


| Lady Severn left ker cer wich 
P. P. C. with all her new acquaintance. 


at Bath, and ſet out for Briſtol, which, 


C5 though 


* 
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though ſo. ſhort a journey, Lord Severn 
performed with great pain and fatigue: 


be had been three days at Briſtol when 


his wretched looks and miſerable figure 
had firſt excited the compaſſionate ob- 
ſervation of Miliſtina and her brother. 
Though Lord Severn was ſatisfied with 
Mrs. Himerton's attendance as a nurſe, 
he had ſtrongly reſiſted her appearing 
with him at the Wells, Accepting the 
| ſupport of his wife. 
On Mr. Berrel's informing his ſiſter 
who Lady Severn was, ſhe wiſhed to 
ſhew her all the attention in her power, 
from the friendly regard ſhe felt towards 
Lady Severn's good father, My. Errold. 
The deplorable ſtate Lord Severn was 
reduced to excited pity.— A letter Mi- 
liſtina received from Sir George Berrel, 
requeſting her to call on Lady Severn, 
decided the propriety of complying with 
a wiſh ſhe had previouſly formed of 
making Lady Severn: a viſit, —The next 
morning 


EE 


morning after breakfaſt, attended by her 
brother, ſhe called on Lady Severn, and 
finding her at home, was conducted into * 
a large room, where ſhe found Lord Se- 
vern on a fopha: he was too weak to 
riſe on her entrance.—Lady Severn juſt 
aroſe from her piano forte, where ſhe 
had been playing Scotch reels, and Mrs, 
Himerton with a large work-baſket be- 

fore her—the odd remnants and pieces 
of work it had contained ſpread in 
diſordered. heaps on the table before 
her. —The ſervant had announced them 
in ſo feeble a tone of voice, that, till Lady 
Severn heard her Lord addreſs them by 
the name of Berrel, ſhe had not the 
leaſt idea who her viſitors were. 


4 


Lord Severn apologized to Militina | 
for his inability to quit his ſopha—it was 
impoſſible to forget the lovely Miliſtina, 
having once ſeen her; Lord Severn 
was at firſt very much ſtruck with ber 
N n at the ball at Larlingford Caſtls. 

| C6 The 
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The graceful dignity of Milittina' s fine 
form, and bluſhing beauty of her ex- 
expreſſive countenance, was a ſtriking 
_ contraſt to the pretty face, unmeaning 
expreſſion, of Lady Severn. Lord Se- 
vern exerted himſelf to be polite—at- 
tempted to rally—introduced his wife 
to Miliſtina, ſaying—“ I believe Lady 
Severn has paſſed ſo ſhort a period of 
her life in Dorſetſhire, (and that a very 
early one) that I do not think that ſhe 
can have the honour of being known to 
Miſs Berrel.”—Miliſtina ſaid ſhe had 
| a recolleQtion of Lady Severn as a child, 

but not ſtrong enough to fix any like- 
neſs to her Ladyſhip at preſent, and 
politely expreſſed a wiſh to renew their 
early acquaintance. 


Mrs. Himerton had, till now, re- 
mained filent, when ſhe turned to Mr. 
Berrel, who was not immediately en- 
groſſed in converſation, and addreſſed 
Him in ſuch a TOR" vulgar tone of 


voice, 


MIL ISTI NA. 8 a 


voice, as ſtruck Miliſtina's ear with 
aſtoniſhment, and completely filenced 
her. — Mrs. Himerton now held forth 
with a conſequential air of ſelf-impor- 
tance. Lady Severn felt an unuſual 
reſerve in preſence of Miſs Berrel, 
which the vulgarity of her relation 
tended to increaſe: ſhe ſaid little. Mi- 
liſtina roſe to depart, expreſſing her 
wiſhes for Lord Severn's recovery— _ 
flattering Lady Severn he would derive 
benefit from the waters, from the good 
effect they had already produced on a 
friend ſhe had accompanied there.— 
Lady Severn hoped for the honour of 


frequently ſeeing her, and attended ber 
0 the door. 


- 
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CHAP. Iv. 


TE eve ſor Mr. Berrel's departure 
from Briſtol was arrived, and had he 
not been aſhamed of his owh weakneſs, - 
he would have' indulged himſelf in the 
dangerous pleaſure of paſſing one day 
longer in the ſociety. of the lovelieſt of 
women. Fatal is delay when every 
moment. more firmly. binds the chain 
we are to break by our own reſiſting 
power. He determined to ſave himſelf + 
the pain of taking leave of Mrs. Shef- 
field and his ſiſter, by leaving his journey 
doubtful for the next morning. 


Mrs. Sheffield was now daily mend- 
ing, and her ſpirits were regaining that 
equal placid compoſure that expreſſed 
n itſelf 


from graver Rudies was her pencil and 
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Itſelf in the ſweet ſmiles of approbation 


and content: ſhe was happy in poſ- 
ſeſfing that rare and precious jewel, 
pure friendſhip, ſincere without eaprice, 
founded on the ſtable baſis of efteem 
and approbation; ſo unconſcious was 
ſhe of the paſſion ſhe had excited in the 
breaſt of Mr. Berrel, that her obliging 


attention to him, and friendly manner 
of addreſſing him, tended only to make 
her more intereſting. 


Militioa's happy diſoobtion- of mind 


derived all its real pleaſures from ra- 


tionality and uſeful enquiries, which 
ſhe ſought from her father's choſen 


authors. In the ſociety of thofe ſhe 
really regarded ſhe was truly. happy, 
nor wiſhed for the frivolous amuſe- 


ments which occupy; and engroſs | the 


aged of the vain and mne e 


At Trent. Hall Militing 8 e 


her 


2d mne. 

her muſic; ſince that period a near and 
dear attachment had crept into her 
heart, and was aſſimulated with every 
thought that ſuggeſted itſelf; and as her 
expettation increaſed of her hearing 
of Mr. Churchill, he became more 
cloſely united with every idea which. 
aroſe, 'and oftentimes ſo ſuſpended her. 
attention from the obſervation of things 
around her, that ſhe became abſent, and 
conſequently ſilent: her application was 
diſſipated from its object, and ſhe fre- 
quently read a whole page without its. 
conſciouſſy conveying one idea to her: 
heart. 


Miliftina ſincerely lamented the grow-- 
ing neceſlity of her brother's departure. 
Mrs. Sheffield and Miliſtina felt a mu- 
tual pleaſure in converſing together on 
the merits and manly virtues of their 
brothers. Miliſtina's glowing bluſhes, 
whenever the name of William was 
mentioned, betrayed the ſecret of her 
2 | heart 
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| heart to her friend, who received the 

gratifying aſſurance with delight: to 

bind to her heart more cloſely this 

valued friend by the added tye of 

ſiſterly affection, was a circumſtance of 

| delight too flattering to her wiſhes to 
be indulged... | 


Mr. Berrel, with a heavy heart, aroſe 
with undecided intention to depart : 
though firm in courage and in truth, he 
ſhrunk from this impoſed exertion—he- 


| lingered and delayed the moment, and 


the more he dwelt on the loved re- 


collection of the happineſs he had ex- 


perienced in the ſociety of the moſt 
. angelic being enthuſiaſtic imagination 
could picture of perfection, the more 


reluQance he felt in voluntarily reſigning 0 


it. He mounted his horſe moſt un- 


willingly, previouſly leaving a note for 
his ſiſter, expreſſing the tender regrets 
the ſacrifice to conſcious propriety had 


ſo dearly coſt him, deſiring her to ſay 
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as much for him to her too · lovely 
friend as the delicate purity of her 


own mind would authoriſe and approve; 


as he did not dare truſt himſelf with 


the expreſſion his .own heart would 
dictate: he requeſted. her to account for 
his ſudden departure from hence, ſo as 
to acquit him of apparent impoliteneſs 
in not taking leave, and, as far as friend- 
ſhip would ſanQtion, aſcribe it to the 


true cauſe, concluding with the ten- 


dereſt aſſurance of affeQion for his 
faſter. 


Mr. Berrel rode ſlowly, unconſcious. 


it was one of the moſt divine mornings 


that the charming month of May could. 
produce, with all the attendant delights 
of this Yeaſon, which were. equally loſt 


on him:: the harmonious melody of the 


birds had no charms to arreſt his at- 


tention; the combination of ſweets which 
the different bloſſoms exhaled, increaſed 


from the freſhneſs of the early morning. 


7 to, 


« 
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to him inſenſibly perfumed the air he 
exhaled: all his thoughts were engroſſed 
by one object of contemplation: with- 
out an abſtracted idea, Mrs. Sheffield 
was fairer than the morning, and brighter 
than the ſun which ſhone on him; his 
uneaſineſs increaſed every ſtep which 
removed him farther from Briſtol. All- 
powerful love ſhuts out all thoſe daily 
pleaſures and enjoyments which before 
had their weight in the ſcale of the 
allotted portion of human gratifications. 


Mr. Berrel ſtopped his horſe at the 
firſt ſtage on the London road from 
Briſtol, with an intention to breakfaſt; 
without having any inclination for this 
neceſſary repaſt; the taſteleſs indiffe- 
rence he felt to every. thing around 
him repreſſed an uſual active enquiry 
and travelling curioſity that is excited 
on entering a frequented. inn, Mr. 
Berrel attended. not, to the buſy ſcene: 
ore by the * Hopping of ſeyeral of 
| the 
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the night coaches, which exhibit the 
different orders of human beings in. 
very diſadvantageous lights; ſome had 


the appearance of intoxication, pro- 


duced by different effects —ſleepineſs, 
fickneſs, cramp from long ſitting: the 

men in different coloured night caps 
the women, old and young, with hand- 
kerchiefs tied round their heads; ebil- 
dren ſquawling from their being ſud- 


denly awoke from their ſleep— others 5 


fucking: one of the number in this. 
motley group of travellers was Mr. 
Sheffield, who deſcended the coach. 
much out of humour, by having been» 
kept from ſleeping all night by the con- 
tinual crying of a fretful child, which: 
had annoyed him all: the way, and had! 
determined: him to. take a poſt-chaiſe 
for the remaining ſtage to Briſtol. The 
party. from the coaches aſſembled in a 
room prepared with. a good breakfaſt 
for their expected arrival, all much out 
of humour with each other. Mr. Shef-. 
| feld 
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field deſired to be ſhewn into a diffe- 


rent apartment, ſaying I have had a 
damn'd deal too much of them already.“ 


The irritated angry tone of voice in 
which he gave his orders to the waiter 


arreſted Mr. Berrel's attention, who was 
in the adjoining room, and was imme- 
diately convinced it could be no other 
than Mr. Sheffield, who, though the 
huſband of the lovely woman he had ſo 


fatally to his peace fixed all his happi- 


neſs and affetions on, he could not 
conſider in the light of a rival, from the 
total negle@ and indifference he ſhewed 
her—more ſupportable in his preſent 
ſtate of mind, than the endearing ex- 


| preſſion of a more eving and hap- 
pier lover. 25 5 | 


Mr. Berrel's unexpected entrance to 


Mr. Sheffield was an agreeable ſurpriſe 


to him; he * hook him heartily by the 
hand, 
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hand, affured him he was damn*d glad 
to. ſee him, and added—* What the 
devil bicugke you from Briſtol? 1 
thought you was to ſtay and ke « Care 

of the ladies till my return. | 


Harriet writes me ſhe is better, 
which I hope will ſoon ſend us from 
that curſed place Briſtol, Where the 
devil are you bound?” - Before Mr. 
| Berrel could reply, he ſaid—* You 
ſhall go back with me to. Briſtol—we _ 
will ſtay a few days with the ladies juſt 
to ſee how they go on, and we will be 
off to Oak Cover. I will ſhew you 
ſome of the beſt hunters in England, 
and give you as good wine as ever you 

taſted, and as much as you'll drink: — 
. What ſay you to it?“ 


Mr. Berrel aſſured him buſineſs of 
importance in town obliged him to re- 
OO bis kind - propoſal, which he 
. ſhould 
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Thould otherwiſe / have accepted with 
pleaſure, : 4 
oy 1 am damn'd ſorry for it; 
but I conclude you have had a 
curſed time of it ſince I left you at 
Briſtol.” - | 


Mr. Berrel could, with fincere truth, 
aſſure him much-otherwiſe, and, at that 
moment, thought Mr. Sheffield, of all 
men on earth, the moſt to be envied. 
Mr. Sheffield gave him an account of 
his journey from town, his ſleepleſs 
night, and horrid company; he again 
urged Mr. Berrel's returning to Briſtol, 
but he was not ſo weak in reſolution as 
to be tempted to yield from the deter- 
mined purpoſe that honour and pro- 
priety ſtrongly preſcribed, as the ſure 
preſerver of that ineſtimable ſource of 
comfort—ſelf-approving reflections on 
che paſt acts of our life, and without 

which 


1 
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which happineſs can be but of mort ; 
n. 


Mr. Sheffield, having talked of kis 
imaginary grievances till he was in good 
humour, took leave of Mr. Berrel, and 
proceeded to Briſtol, not borne on the 
wings of impatient love, but under the 
protecting care of Morpheus, who con- 
veyed him in a deep fleep in the corner 
of the chaiſe, from which he was awoke _ 
by ſtopping. at. the temporary abode of 


all that was moſt lovely in the female 


world. —Having firſt diſcharged his 
chaiſe, this inſenſible huſband rejoined 


his charming wife with an unmeaning 


ſhake of the hand, ſaying—“ Well, 


Harriet, you look all the better for this 


damn'd place, I muſt ſay :—1 left your 


brother very well.“ 


He now bowed to Miſs Berrel, hoped 


ſhe was well ; then ſat down by Mrs. 


Sheffield, 


he had been returned a month. 


obedience and good- nature. 
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Sheffield, anſwered ſome queſtions ſhe 
aſked him, whiſtled part of a hunting 
ſong, and in five minutes felt as if 


/ 


Mrs. Sheffield RIES met her huſ- 
band with the expreſſion of ſubmiſſive 
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CHAP. V. 
33 . 


1 4 4 
SBI tO) 5 


Mz. Berrel-proceeded ſlowly. to town, 
in the vain hope of temporary forget- 


fulneſs, by mixing in the world, and 


forcing his attention to the obſervations 
of trivial and worldly occupations, as he 
feared the more peaceful ſerenity of 


Trent Hall would feed the flame he 


wiſhed to extinguiſh, by courting the 


too indulgent recolleQion of it. 


Soon aſter Mr. Sheffield's return from 
town, he received a packet from Mr. 
Churchill, with two letters encloſed, one 
for his ſiſter, the other for Miſs Berrel, 
which ſhe bluſhingly received from Mr. 


Sheffield, who awkwardly preſented it 


to her, adding to Miliſtina's embarraſſ- 
. ment 
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ment by ſaying—* Mr. Churchill ſent 
a long meſſage by me to you, Miſs 
Berrel, but, upon my ſoul, I have now - 
* en what it was. | 


| Militina put het Wa into vi poc- 


| ket, and Mrs. Sheffield was too much 
_ engrofſed by the eager impatience of 
affection to read her own letter, to 


obſerve Miliſtina's embarraſſment :in 
leaving the room: ſhe reached her apart- 


ment, with a palpitating heart, and with a 


trembling hand broke the. ſeal, ad read 
the followipge contents: 


1 1 F 1 rei 7 71 if 
1 4 I'S. 4 nl. 2 | 
MR. CHURCHILL'S LETTER TO | 
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Io reſiſt, while I have yet the power 
e of addreſſing a letter to Miſs Berrel, is 
impoſſible !—If 1 tranſgreſs the laws 
of your too rigid and ſtrict propriety 
in venturing to addreſs * you, let 

| 5 2 « the 
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<< the lenient pity of your gentle heart 


forgive it: — the diſtracted torture of, 
„ my mind on leaving England, in the 


« dreadful uncertainty of my future fate, 


e is inſupportable.— Why did I not im- 


'« plore your permiſſion to avow to your 


good parents ſentiments dictated by 
ec the pureſt love and adoration that can 
« inſpire the heart of man, for their an- 


« gelic daughter ?—Dare I feed with 


« flattering hope the fondeſt wiſhes of 


* my heart, to aſpire to the exalted 
* happineſs of eſtablisiing the laſting 
« right of protecting and adoring for 


© my remaining life the lovelieſt of wo- 


* men?—who can alone give it * in 
the eſtimation of, 
« Your ever ena 
And obedient humble ſervant, 
« William CEURCHILL.” 


The firſt impreſſion. Miliſtina's heart 


received on reading Mr. Churchill's 


letter was a grateful ſenſation of pleaſure 
| | on 
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on the fuller aſſurance of poſſeſſing the 
affeQions -of him in whom her on 
were now almoſt wholly cemered: ſne 


felt. for others tender. anxiety and at- 


tachment.— Real love can have no rival 


or competitor— there can be no di- 


verging ſtream from this pure ſource; 
it muſt ever flow in one even courſe, if 


it takes its direQion from delicate ſenti- 


ments and purity of heart. 


Nliliſtina had ever ſought the ſanQion | 


of propriety for all the pleaſures of her 


heart, before ſhe could conſider them 
as ſuch.— When the momentary expan- . 
fion of heartfelt delight had ſubſided, it 


occurred to Miliſtina, that to receive 


the expreſſions of love from a man un- 
known to her parents was highly im- 
proper, and, on a ſecond reading of Mr. 
Churchill's letter, ſhe thought he had 
far exceeded the bounds her delicate 
ſentiments preſcribed in the ſtrong ex- 
co IFS preſſions 


54 
preſſions of his attachment.— Even par- 
tiality yielded, and ſhe condemned the- 
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liberty he had taken in addreffingher.— 


Miliſtina immediately encloſed Mr. 


* Churchill's letter to her father, with the 


fulleſt confeſſion of the impreſſion the 
amiable qualities and manly virtues of 
bis heart had produced on her affee- 
tions, with every minute circumſtance 


and progreſs of their mutual regard, con- 


cluding by aſſuring him, that ſhe had 
only delayed till her return home the 


avovwal of ſentiments her heart had long 
been impatient to communicate to the. 


loved parents of her earlieſt affections, 
whoſe approbation of every att of her fu 
ture life was as eſſential to the preſerva- 
tion of her happineſs and ſelf-love as ho- 
nour to the truly noble heart. 

Miliſtina made not a comment on Mr. 
Churchill's letter, but felt an oppreſſion 
removed from felf-approbation, when 

„ "of he 


— 
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55 
ſhe had diſmiſſed the only ſecret her 


| heart had ever detained from their par- 
nr * 8 n 


Nliuftina rejoined her friend, and 
congratulated her on having received 
good accounts from her brother, add- 
ing with an involuntary bluſh on her 
cheeks—*© Mr. Churchill has availed 
himſelf of our friendly regard in ad- 
dreſſing alettertd; me. I thank you, 
in his name, .my dear Miliſtina, for the 
pleaſing ſanction you have given, to 
what otherwiſe might have been con- 
ſidered as an improper liberty.“ 


Mr. Sheffield, totally forgetting Mr. 
Churchill's departure from England, 
was to be kept for the preſent from his 
wife, ſaid - How long a paſſageris. it 
to the Weſt-Indies?”” to which, his wife 
 replied—* What can induce ſuch a queſ- 
tion, Mr. Sheffield, ſo ſtrangely foreign to- 
our preſent converſation ?—have youany- 
D 4 thoughts 


$6 
thoughts of going ſuch à voyage  fhe 
ſmilingly ſaid; „1 hope not, for I could 
not accompany you to ſuch a horrid cli= 
mate, and I truſt thoſe 1 regard will 
never be deſtined there.” —Fortunately 
to the great relief of Miliſtina, Mr. 
Sheffield's lethargic recolleQion was 
awakened by Mrs. Sheffield's reply to 
bis queſtion, and he was confcious of 
the promiſe he had made to'Miſs Berrel, 

atid faid—<1 go to the Weſt-Indies ! 
Harriet, 1 had as ſoon go to the 
devil.“ The converſation was led by 
Mihiſtina to a different ſubjeRt. 
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StR EEORGE AND LADY BERREL'S 
1 Wer To MTLISTINA.' (be 


we thought it wpolbble our Mi- 


4 \iflina. could ever have been dearer to 
«-the bearts of ber parents than at the 
moment we folded to our breaſt that 
loved treaſure, on dhe firſt ſeparation 


| 2? 4101 


© we 
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e had ever conſented to. Purity 
and virtue, ſuch as yours, my child, 
« ſhines brighter for every teſt, and in 
« the ative buſy ſcenes of life oppoſes 
« every trial which aſſails it without be- 
e traying even a weakneſs.— Your. let- 
te ter is dictated by that ingenuous ſin- 
„ cerity, which we have marked with 

delight from the earlieſt period of 
„ your youth, as the lovely features in 
your growing virtues. We rely on 
« your delicate diſcernment for the me- 
„ rits of the happieſt of men, who has 
«arreſted the firſt affections of ſuch a 
« heart. —We-ſanQioa and approve our 
« Miliftina's attachment, founded on 
the moſt promiſing baſis an early pre- 
** poſſeſſion can reſt on—approbation of 
character. His family and connec- 
tions are unexceptionable; and though 
tt it is not in our power to enſure your 
« ambitious affluence; the ſolid comforts 
«-of life are ours to preſent you wich. 
' on We mitigate the impropriety of his + 
' GREECE D 1 baſty . 


58 mort, 


— 


« haſty and too precipitate profeſſions 


of regard, from the circumſtances 


« under which they were written, and 
© the impetuoſity of youth.—May he 


ever be deſerving of the bleſſing which 


dc awaits him Mou have our fulleſt ap- 


*© probation to aft as your judgment 


e ſthall- approve with regard to anſwer- 
«ing Mr, Churchill's letter. —At his 
c return to England, preſented by our 
<« Miliſtina, he is aſſured of a welcome 
reception from your ever affectionate 
< parents, 13 —— 

G. and L. BERREI.“ 


The joy of Miliſtina's heart on re- 
ceiving the joint conſent of her parents, 
ſo flatteringly acceding to all her wiſhes, 
was unbounded: the grateful effuſions 
of a delighted heart, glowing with af- 


fection for Heaven's firſt beſt bleſſings 


parents, perfect as her own, produced 
thoſe rare and precious tears which flow 
from Virtue's pureſt ſource. 
| ir Muäiliſtina 


1 
> 
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- Miliſtina immediately decided to en- 
* cloſe the letter ſhe bad juſt received 
LY. . from Trent Hall, to Mr, Churchill, in 
1 the moſt delicate. manner—confeſſed. hex; 
7 partiality and attachment for him, and 
expreſſed the pleaſure the had derived, | 
from her parenis' letter, which had de- 
cided the propriety of her anſwering the 
unexpected epiſtle the. had received 
* from Mr. Churchill, concluding by re- 
ä queſting their correſpondence , ſhould 
not be continued, as the, . hoped a ſhort 
period would only intervene. till they 
ſhould have the mutual happineſs of 
converſing together, without the atten- 
dant delays and riſk of f epiſiglary. com- 
munications. 


— 9 We 2 1 * 4 2. 
. 
* 
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Miliſtina's gaiety of 3 Was appa- 
rent to her friend, who ſhared ber plea- 
fure without enquiring its cauſe, —Mi- 
liſtina determined from chis moment to 
have no ſecret of her breaſt detained 
fen Mrs. Sheffield, Who the NOW con- 

'D 6 | ſidered 
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gdered as her filter: :: ſhe took the firſt 
opportunity of communicating to her, 
the double claim ſhe would ſoon 
have on her affeQtions and attachment, 
d with the noble openneſs of heart, 
10 peculiar to her character, diveſted 
herſelf of all the apparent embarraſſ-, 
ment—confeffed her happineſs: in the 
choice ſhe had made —dwelt on the 
virtues ſlie had diſcovered. in her bro- 
ther, and embrated Mrs. Sheffield as 
the amiable ſiſter and likeneſs of the 
man | ſo defervedly dear 8 


L 


Mrs. Sheffield way in a JETER of: 


delight; and conſidered this as the hap- 


pieſt hour of her life: all reſtraint being 


removed, theſe amiable women indulged. 
themſelves in the pleaſing anticipation- 
of the Future, 


AN oe; p 1118 


* 


us connected by the ſtrongeſt ties 


that can unite two hearts in the ſtritteſt 
bonds of true friendſhip, confidence, ap- 
185 probation 
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probation, andmutual renſibility of heart, 
Mrs. Sheffield and Miliſtina became 
hourly more affeftionately attached. to 
ny other. 


1 


— 


Miliſtina- had made frequent chart 
table viſits to Lady Severn, whoſe pre- 
ſent ſituation was a very melancholy 
contraſt to the brilliant ſunſhine of 
ſhew and diffipation The had for a ſhort 
time baſked in. Her Lord was now 
confined to his bed, without a hope of 


ever riſing from it. — Lady. Severn ſent 
an expreſs. to Larlingford Caſtle, to in- 


form the Earl and Counteſs of the ſad ſtate 
of their ſon, urging their immediate de- 
parture for Briſtol, as ſhe had not a 
hope of his ſurviving many days. Lord 
Farnborough remained inflexible even 


to Nature's dictates, and with ſome e- 


luctance permitted his wife to follow 


the compelling impulſe of maternal af- 


ſection to fly to her ſon. —This good 
mother * no ume in preparing for her 


3 | immediate 
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immediate departure, travelling day and 
| night till ſhe arrived at Briſtol, where 
ſhe had the melancholy conſolation of 


finding her ſon ſtill living, but too P 
much engroſſed by his bodily ſuffer- WO 
ings to feel he had all the comforts. his Ph 


fituation would admit of around him. 1 
Lady Farnborough approached him 
bathed in tears, and received Lord Se- 5 
vern's thanks for her unexpected ap- ; 
pearance—complained moſt bitterly of — 
the ſad ſtate he was reduced to, as if it oF 

had been inflicted by mortals, 


Lady F amborough;. a fond and ex- 5 
cellent mother, forgot the paſt, and 7 
urged by her tender affeQion to re- 
gqoncile ber ſon, to the inevitable ills. 
which no human wiſdom can avert, im- 
plored the Divine Power to pardon, his 
fins and omiſſions, and to ſoften the 
pangs of expiring life.— Lady Farn- g 
borougb, in preſence of ber ſon, em- WW 
braced his wife, and received her as her 0 . 
5 daughter, >. 1 


Juſt before his diſſolution he bleſſed 
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daughter, with promiſes of her future 


protection. Lady Severn was ſoftened, 
and. much affedted at the melancholy 
ſcene before her: ſhe was-ſenſibly touch-, 
ed by the mild benevolent expreſſion of 


her Lord's mother, and comforted by 
the more than gracious reception ſhe 


had met with. This firſt leſſon of hu- 


man miſery Lady Severn had ever ex- 
perienced called forth dormant vir- 
tues, which till now had never been ex- 
cited. Lady Severn was all attention to 


her Lord - felt ſincerely for him, and 


from her heart lamented ſhe was ſo 
ſoon to be deprived of- a huſband, who 
had endeared himſelf to her by indul- 
gence and attention. —Lord Severn. was 
too weak in mind to give any decided 
proofs of repentance for his paſt follies: 
the few remaining hours of his life, after 
his mother's arrival, were compoſed and 
apparently reſigned ; he ſuffered: with 
more patience as his end approached;— 


his 
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his mother and wife, the W for all 
her tender care, and acknowledged him- 


ſelf obliged to Mrs. Himerton for her 
unceaſing attention duringchis illneſs.— 


He never named his father —enjoined 
his wife to be attentively affectionate to 


his mother, and the morning of the 
third day after Lady Farnborough ar- 


rived Lord Severn expired, ſuffering 
leſs than might have been expected from 


the dreadful ſtate his paſt life had re- 


duced him to.— Thus cloſed the melan- 
choly, but uſeful leflon to mankind... 
How little it avails us, all the promiſed 


proſpetts at our birth, of honour, wealth, 


and greainels, if they are not foſtered by 


the guardian care of a parent, till we ar- 


rive at that period of our lives when 
we can ourſelves inſure poſſeſſing and 


deſerving them Thisconſideration pal- 


liates, though it does not wipe out ihe 
faults of Lord Severn, who at years of 


diſcretion. might have walked in the 
Ros of virtue, and have profitted of the 


daily. 
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enabled her to undertake the laſt offices 


ſhe was herſelf unable to fulfil.— She 
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daily experience of the world, that thoſe 
who cannot ſtand alone muſt ſoon fall, 
ſo feeble, are we ſupported 105 each 
other. 


8 Good Lady Farnborough was impa- a | 
tient to remove Lady Severn from the 4 
painful ſcene ſne had witneſſed, as her 
preſent fituation made it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. Lady Farnborough's grief was 
ſincere, but not violent. Mrs. Himer- 
ton cried and ſobbed aloud for the firſt 
hour, and ſoon” became in that ſtate of 
compoſure from ſpent forrow which 


Lady Farnborough aſſigned her to fee. 
performed for her fon—a painful duty 


removed with Lady Severn to another 
houſe, and was much comſorted that 
her ſon had left a wife to whom ſhe 
could attach herſelf, and, as far as her. 
obſervation could penetrate, ſhe ap- 
proved. —Lady Severn was very ſeri- 
| ouſly 
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riouſly affected, and her conduct in this 
firſt real trial of her ſenſibility was ami- 
able and proper. ; | 


When the firſt exertion attending a 
removal was over, Lady Farnborough 
ſecretly indulged the ſorrow which 
preyed on her heart, and from which ſhe 
was rouſed by the arrival of a man and 
horſe covered vith dirt and mud, the 
poor animal panting for breath, and ex- 
hauſted by being preſſed beyond his 
ſpeed, to expedite the arrival of an ex 
preſs to Lady Farnborough from the 
ſteward at the Caſtle, informing her his 
Lord had been ſeized with a paralytic 


ſtroke - had continued ſpeechleſs ever 


ſince, without hopes of his recovery, re- 
quiring her immediate return, to dire& 
the neceſſary ſteps that were to be 
taken—that he had ſent for two phy- 
ſicians from Blandford, who deſpaired 
of his living many hours when the ex- 


PO left the Caſtle.— Lady Farnbo- - 


rou gh, 
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borough, with a borrowed ſtrength from 
determined exertion, left Briſtol, with 
a reſolution not to get out of her chaiſe 
till ſhe reached Larlingford Caſtle; ſhe 
regretted the neceſſity of leaving Lady 
| Severn alone, but it was unavoidable. 
She proceeded on her journey with- 
out delay, but did not arrive till many 
hours after the noble peer had breathed 
his laſt, who, at ſixty-eight, died with- 
out a friend to cloſe his eyes, unpitied 
by thoſe around him, and unregretted 
by the very dependants on his oſten- 
tatious ſhew and charities, —He out- 
lived his ſon but two days, and though 
his life had not been ſo profligate and 


diſſipated as Lord Severn's, on the ſcore. 


of omiſſions of the firſt duties of life 


he had much to atone for, with few vir- 
tues to plead for him. The dangerous: 
ſatisfaction ariſing from confidering him 
ſelf free from the commiſſion of cri- 
minal and great offences, prevented his 
correQing 
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correcting the leſſer faults and failings 
of charadter, which by accumulation 
became a formidable hoſt in a long 
life.—His ſudden death had prevented 
his altering his will, which was his in- 
tention on Lord Severn's marriage, and 
Larlingford Caſtle, and all his property 
was left him, with a reſervation of a large 
Jointure to Lady Farnborough, to enable 
her, to live as widow of the late Earl of 
Farnborough, in the ſtate ſhe had been 
uſed to, with the houſe in Cavendiſh 
| Square ſettled on her for life. In caſe of 

failure of iſſue, Lord Farnborough's- 
title and eſtate devolved to a diſtant 
branch of the family; it therefore be- 
came immediately neceſſary for Lady 
Farnborough to announce the poſſibility 
there was that Lady Severn might pro- 
duce an heir; till this event terminated, 
all claims from another quarter were ſuſ- 
pended.— Lady Farnborough's ſenſi- 
bility was ſeverely ſhocked by the ſud- 
den * of her Lord, and ſhe ſincerely 
lamented 
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lamented ſhe arrived too late, though 
her attendance could not have availed, 
as he was not in a ſtate of intellect to 


have derived comfort or ſatisfaction 


from the tender attentions of thoſe 
around him. Lady Farnborough had 
the ſolid conſolation of having acquitted 
herſelf in all the duties of a good wife: 
as a companion and friend ſhe could 
not regret him; the taſk aſſigned her 
had been arduous and difficult to enſure 
the little quiet and repoſe ſhe had en- 
joyed in domeſtic life, ſo frequently 
had ſhe encountered the ſtorms of diſ- 
appointed ambition and mortified pride. 

N : | | | " 


Lady Farnborough's continuance at 
the Caſtle was abſolutely neceſſary ; the 
preſent extinQion of the family involved 
thoſe who had the power to act in dif- 
ficulty and delay: — Lady en 
aſs Was erf | 


14 


Lady 
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Lady Severn's health was an impor- - 
tant conſideration at this intereſting 
period, and Lady Farnborough became 
very impatient to conduce to it, by re- 
moving her from Briſtol to the Caſtle, 

there to remain till it became neceſſary 
to go to town to prepare for her ex- 
pected confinement. 


On Lady Farnborough's ſudden de- 
parture from Briſtol, Miliſtina and Mrs. 
Sheffield jointly requeſted Lady Severn 

to make Mrs. Sheffield's houſe her re- 
Gdence for the preſent, kindly offering 
every poſſible attention to induce her to 
conſider herſelf in every reſpect at 
home, ſhould ſhe accept of it. 


The expected arrival of Lady Se- 
vern's father at Briſtol made her decline 
their very kind invitation, expreſſing 
herſelf moſt gratefully obliged by their 
feeling attention. Mr. Errold, as ſoon 


a8 
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as he received accounts. of the death of 
Lord Severn, immediately ſet out for 
Briſtol, and his daughter was very- much 
pleaſed and . comforted by receiving 
what ſhe conſidered a bleſſing beſtowed, 
which, till this moment, ſhe had never 
felt herſelf in poſſeſſion of. Mr. Errold 
was charmed with his daughter, and her 
concern for her huſband's. death pre- 
ſented her to a father's. heart in an 
amiable light; her preſent conduct en- 
ſured him the moſt pleaſing promiſes of 
her future propriety of character, and, 
till he converſed with Mrs. Himerton, 
| he gave her ſome credit for the part 
ſhe muſt have had in forming the mind 
and manners of his daughter ſo far ex- 
ceeding his expeQation; but the firſt 
| ſentence Mrs. Himerton pronounced 
weakened this ſuppolition, and her coarſe 
vulgarity was ſo very diſguſting to his 
own elegant mind, that the attention 
politeneſs impoſed was very. painful to 
him. 


Soon 
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Soon after the interment of the Earl 
of Farnborough vith due form and 
magnificence in the family vault at Lar- 
lingford, whither Lord Severn's remains 
were depoſited, Lady Farnborough ſent 

Lady Severn a moſt afteQionate invita- 
tion to the Caſtle, requeſting ſhe would 
prevail on Mr. Errold and Mrs. Hi- 
merton to accompany her there, apart- 
ments being allotted for them, as gueſts 

| ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould detain for ſome 
time, concluding by renewed aſſurance 
of her regard and impatience to receive 
her at the Caſtle. This flattering in- 
vitation from the amiable Counteſs they 
immediately accepted; Mr. Errold and 
his daughters were gratified by the 
pleaſing attention of this excellent wo- 

1 man, whoſe future friendſhip and eſteem 

|! they were anxious to cultivate. 


| E: Mrs. Himerton was moſt agreeably 
| delighted by the unexpected invitation 
| to the Caſtle, which ſhe conceived to 
| | 1 8 be 
f 
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ve. a great honour, conferred on her. 
Mr. Errold could not rejoice in the 


probable continuance of her ſociety; 


knowing how heterogeneous ſhe mult be 
to Lady Farnborough, who was con- 
ſidered as one of the beſt-bred and 
polite ' women the. world had ever 


formed. 


<a ad * 


Lady Nen health was er | 


verely afflided by the ſudden ſhocks 
her ſpirits had experienced, and the 
conſequence. confined. her to her bed. 
with a fever for ſome days, and on the 
arrival of the party from Briſtol to the 
Caſtle they found her ſlowly recovering 
from her indiſpoſition, languid, and low: 


the meeting between the widows was, 
expreſſive of mutual regard, Lady Farn- 


borough received Mr, Errold with 


obliging politeneſs ;. mot as a ſtranger, - 


but as one ſhe ſhould in future conſider 
as one of her family. 
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The apartments prepared for Lady 
Severn were truly elegant and ſtrikingly 
beautiful, from commanding a fine ex- 
tenſive view of che Park. Lady Se- 
vern's young heart could not long be 
clouded by ſorrow; her gaiety inſenfibly 
returned, but always under the direction 
of propriety and perfect content of 
mind: ſhe enjoyed all the innocent de- 
lights of che country on a large ſcale 


at the Caſtle: her attentions to Lady 
Farnborough were pleafing and deli- 


cate the ſpontaneous withes of her 


heart to oblige a perſon ſo deſervedly 


dear to her. Lady Severn's ſociety 
was an event of great pleaſure to Lady 
Farnborough, and the good ſenſe of 
Mr. Errold produced a continued ſource 
of amuſement and ſatisfadtion: her ac- 
commodating temper ſoon reconciled 
her to Mrs. Himerton, of whoſe heart 
ſhe had a good opinion; and fortunately 


the expreſſive dignity and propriety .of 


her own manners reſtrained Mrs. Hi- 
: merton's 


1 
| 


r 
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merton's vulgar familiarity, and induced 
her to ſeek her own amufement. Her 
great delight was attending Lady Se- 
vern round the Park in a little poney- 
chaiſe ęvery morning; and her evening 
amuſement was working a laborious- 
pattern'd apron, which ſhe intended 
preſenting to Lady Farnborough. 
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char. vi. 


Ms. Berrel ſoon found the diſſipation 


of London fail of its deſired effects; 
the continual compariſon he had an 


opportunity of making between the 
powerſul attractions of the intereſting 


Mrs. Sheffield, and the forward conceit 


of the young women he was daily in 
company with, produced ſo diſagreeable 


- a contraſt, that he retired into himſelf 


* 


with diſguſt, and was loſt in the pleaſing 


delight of recalling her to his recol- 
lection: adorned with all the charms 
which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed her 


from all other women, to baniſh her 


Joved image from his heart was more 

than mortal powers could accompliſh. 

It was now the only luxury of his life 
a Tx "y 


to 
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to dwell on the paſt pleaſures he had- 
experienced in her ſociety, and flattered 
his imagination with viſionary proſpetts 

= of happineſs—the poſſeſſion only of 

| ſelf-deluſion: he determined to quit 

London and return to Trent Hall, 

where he ſhould have the innocent 

pleaſure of being,. nearer the object 

which ſo much engroſſed and abſorbed 

bis attention, as his laſt letters from his \ 
filter gave him the pleaſing aſſurance 
that Briſtol had effected a perfect re- 
eſtabliſhment of Mrs. Sheffield's health, 

and that ſhe propoſed returning into 
Dorſetſhire in a week, expreſſing an 

anxious wiſh to find her dear brother 
« at Trent Hall on her return home.— 
| Miliſtina alone had power to detach 
him a moment from Mrs. Sheffield; the 
implicit confidence he had in her judg- 
ment, and conſolation ariſing: from 
knoving the ſecret of his heart was in 
ber poſſeſſion, made her ſociety the moſt 

— intereſting. and deſirable to his preſent * 
E 3 feelings, 
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feelings, independent of the ſtrong af- 
fection he felt for ber: his altered looks 
he hoped to account for by having led 
a leſs regular life in town, which would 
quiet the alarms of Sir George and 
Lady Berrel on the viſible change a 


month had produced, ſo heavily had 


this fatal and hopeleſs paſſion preyed on 
his heart. He arrived fome days before 
_ Miliftina at Trent Hall, and was re- 
- ceived with that uſual affeQion by his 
parents he was ever enſured of from 
the harmony which ſubſiſts between 
them. Lady Berrel thought her Henry 
altered, and expreſſed her concern, 


which he diſſipated by affuring her the 


peaceful ſerenity of the country would 
ſoon counteract the mere e effet of fa- 
tigue. 


The good Sir George and his amiable 


wife were impatiently counting the 
bours which would complete their happy 


family party y the arrival of their 
loved 


1 
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loved Miliftina—a pleaſure they antici- 
pated with delight. The happy moment 
arrived when their valued treaſure was 
reſtored to them with cheeks glowing 
with health and beauty, and a heart ex- 
panded by all the virtues of affection 
and ſenſibility : ſhe regarded her brother 
with a ſcrutinizing anxious eye, and her 
obſervations were painfully penetrating, 
which clouded with regret moments 
which otherwiſe ſhe would: have con- 
ſidered the moſt gratifying. to her af- 
fedtions ſhe had ever experienced, as 
thoſe which had reſtored her to the ten- 
dereſt attachments of her heart. 


The firſt minutes of her arrival were 
devoted to alternate embraces, of her 
doating parents, who preſſed ber to 
their hearts with fondeſt affe dion. Mi- 
liſtina had this day experienced the ex- 
tremes of pain and pleaſure, ariſing 
from regret on parting vith a friend ſo 
dear to her heart, and the exceſſive 

| E4 delight 
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delight of rejoining the moſt indulgent 
parents after a firſt ſeparation. 


Miliſt ina eaſily accounted for a con- 
ſtrained manner in her brother, at the 
ſame time ſhe was aſſured his love for 
her was unabated ; ſhe knew the cauſe 


of his embarraſſment proceeded from 
a conſcious apprebenſion of expreſſing 


an aꝑitated emotion when Mrs. Shef- 
field was named, which muſt ſo fre- 
quently occur. Miliſtina could not to- 
tally diveſt herſelf of a certain ſhyneſs 
ſhe felt on firſt naming this dear friend, 
from the cloſe affinity and connected 
idea of Mr. Churchill, an intereſt her 
brother was at preſent a ſtranger to her 


poſlefling. | 19h 


Mrs. Sheffield experienced a heavy 


loſs in being deprived of the ſociety of 
her young friend. The hunting ſeaſon 
being at an end, ſhe had more, of her 


huſband's preſence: ſociety ſhe could 
HD RE”. not 
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not conſider ic—convetſation; or ob- 


ſervation, he had none; and, when de- 
prived of the enjoyment of the chace, 


he had recourſe to the | pleaſures of 


the table, from which he uſually aroſe 
ſtupefied, or, to uſe the faſhionable 
term, cut; and in this ſtate joined the 
lovely emblem of female delicacy, to 


lounge away the tedious hours of va- 
cunys: 


A vain regret would ſometimes ariſe: 
in Mrs. Shefheld's heart, that her lot 


was fixed in a ſoil ſo uncongenial to 


the growth of all thoſe pleaſures ſhe 
was formed to enjoy. Miliſtina fre- 
quently ſpent, the day at Oak Cover ;— 
theſe were truly happy hours to Mrs, 


Sheffield, and made her ſome amends 


for thoſe ſne was deſtined to paſs with 
her huſband and his * com 


panions. 


* 
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It became impoſſible longer to ac- 


count for Mr. Churchill's detention in 
Yorkſhire, and her kind friend deter- 
mined to communicate the information, 
which ſhe might otherwiſe have received 


in an abrupt manner from Mr. Shef- 
field, 


Mrs. Sheffield bleſſed her friend for 


having ſo long ſpared her feelings un- 


availing anxiety, and the proſpe& Mi- 


liſtina held out to her of his ſhortly re- 


turning to England ſupported her friend 


beyond her expectation.— The good ac- 
count Mr, . Churchill had received of 
his ſiſter's health, and the intelligence 
he was impatient to communicate to her, 
induced his writing from Saint Vin- 
cent's, with the pleaſing aſſurance, that 


her brother was at that moment the hap- 
- Pieſt of men, from a well-founded hope, 


that he might poſſeſs the firſt bleſſing 
heaven could beſtow on a mortal.— 
Love inſpired his pen through a long 

letter, 
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letter, and gave energy and force to 
his expreſſions.— Love is only eloquent 
on paper; and as Miliſtina had forbid 
his writing to her, he confined the ex- 
preſſion of his happineſs to his ſiſter, who 
he knew fo affectionately ſhared his 
joys — feeling aſſured he was not ad- 
 drefling her on a ſubje@ ſhe was not 
long ſince informed of by her lovely 
friend. His hopes of returning to Eng- 
land were very diſtant; but love had 
ſmoothed all difficulty he could en- 
counter, and he defied the ill elites of 
the climate, 7 


— 


This ſatisfaftory letter was a wie 10 + 
Mrs. Sheffield's heart. 

Mr. Berrel 0 at Trent Hall, 
and three months had elapſed ſince he 
had feen Mrs. Sheffield, when accident 
produced for him the pleaſure of be- 
holding this lovely woman,—As he was 
returning. from an early morning's walk 

E6 before 
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before breakfaſt, he vas ſurpriſed by 
being addreſſed in the ſoſt accents of her 
bewitching tone of voice from the other 
fide of a thick row of elms which di- 
vided him from the road which led im- 
mediately to the houſe.— An involun- 
tary exertion ſoon forced his way through 
the ſhade, which in part obfcured her, 
when he beheld Mrs. Sheffield more 
blooming than the early morning—her 
beauty heightened by the gracious ſmile 
of unexpected pleaſure on ſeeing him. 


She was mounted on a fine horſe, 
and her graceful form never appeared - 
to greater advantage; fhe ſaid “ I am 
ſure Mr. Berrel muſt be furpriſed by - 
ſeeing ſo early a vilitor,—This is my 
third attempt only of riding, and I felt 
quite a (childiſh impatience to aſtomſh 
my dear Miliſtina by my unexpected 
arrival on horſeback. It is a long time 
ſince I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you. 
—1 did not know you was in Dorſet- 

ſhire ; 
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| ſhire; and am half angry with you for 
not accompanying your dear ſiſter to 
Oak Cover. I muſt be ever ſenſible of 
your polite and friendly attention to me 
at Briſtol, and lament you have not 
ſooner preſented me with an opportunity 
of expreſſing my thanks. Why did 


not your ſiſter tell me you was at 
Trent Hall?“ | | 


Mr. Berrel politely returned her 
obliging ſalutation; he walked by the 
fide of her horſe till they arrived at the 
houſe, when he had the happineſs of 
aſſiſting her to deſcend from her horſe, 
and attending her to the breakfaſt-room, 
which was perfumed by a combination 
of ſweets, with roſes and honeyſuckles, 
forming arches and feſtoons over. the 
windows: the faireſt roſe that compoſed 
them he preſented to Mrs. Sheffield. — 
He was withheld by Mrs. Sheffield from 
informing his family of her arrival, who 
were later than their uſual hour: he pro- 


poſed 
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poſed conduQting her to Miliſtina's apart- 
ment, which ſhe accepted, and learnt 
from her maid ſhe had juſt walked 
out in the hope of meeting her brother, 
but could not tell which way ſhe had 
taken, but would probably ſtop at the 
menagerie on her way.—Mrs. Sheffield 
propoſed to Mr. Berrel to follow her. 
Feeling that he had not ſought this inter- 
view, he determined to profit of the 
pleaſure politeneſs required of him. By 
attending her in ſearch of Miliſtina, and 
not finding her at the menagerie, they 
prolonged their walk to the flower- 
garden, where they thought it likely to 
meet her. 


Mrs. Sheffield's intereſting converſa- 
tion, and friendly manner to Mr. Ber- 
rel, ſo chained his faculties in wrapped 
attention to every word ſhe uttered, that 
his ſilence was only broke by aſſenting 
to all ſhe ſaid, and politely anſwering 
all her queſtions. —Having been un- 

ſucceſsful 
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87 
ſucceſsful in their ſearch after Miliſtina, 
they were ſummoned by the breakfaſt 
bell to return to the houſe. —Mrs. Shef- 
field delighted Miliſtina by her unex- 


pedted appearance.—Sir George and 


Lady Berrel greeted her moſt cor- 
dially, and the happy party ſat down 
to this delicate repaſt with the bleſſed 
ſunſhine of cheerful content and good- 
nature. Chance placed Mr. Berrel next 
Mrs. Sheffield —he was too happy to eat 
from inclination—the fineſt fruit on 
| the table he ſelected for her. —Miliſtina 
obſerved her brother's countenance 
was light up with ſmiles of ſatisfaction 
and delight, which ſhe had not before 
obſerved ſince their parting at Briſtol. 


After breakfaſt the worthy Baronet 
and his wife retired to their different 
domeſtic avocations and morning pur- 
ſuits, leaving the young people toge- 
ther, recommending Mrs. Sheffield to 
the particular care of their ſon and 

daughter, 
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poſed conduQting her to Miliſtina's apart- 


ment, which ſhe accepted, and learnt 
from her maid ſhe had juſt walked 
out in the hope of meeting her brother, 
but could not tell which way ſhe had 
taken, but would probably ſtop at the 
menagerie on her way. — Mrs. Sheffield 
propoſed to Mr. Berrel to follow her. 
Feeling that he had not ſought this inter- 
view, he determined to profit of the 


pleaſure politeneſs required of him. By 


attending her in ſearch of Miliſtina, and 
not finding her at the menagerie, they 
prolonged their walk to the flower- 
garden, where they thought it likely to- 
meet her. 


Mrs. Sheffield's intereſting converſa- 


tion, and friendly manner to Mr. Ber- 


rel, ſo chained his faculties in wrapped: . 


attention to every word ſhe uttered, that 
his filence was only broke by aſſenting 
to all ſhe ſaid, and politely anſwering 
all her allen, — Having been un- 

ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful in their ſearch after Miliſtina, 
they were ſummoned by the breakfaſt 
bell to return to the houſe. —Mrs. She 


field delighted Miliſtina by her unex- 
pedted appearance.—Sir George and 
Lady Berrel greeted her moſt cor- 


dially, and the happy party ſat down 


to this delicate repaſt with the bleſſed 
ſunſhine of cheerful content and good- 


nature. Chance placed Mr. Berrel next 


Mrs. Sheffield —he was too happy to eat 


from inclination—the fineſt fruit on 


| the table he ſelected for her. —Miliſtina 


obſerved her brother's countenance 


was light up with ſmiles of ſatisfaction 


and delight, which ſhe had not before 
obſerved fince their parting at Briſtol. 


After breakfaſt the worthy Baronet 
and his wife retired to their different 
domeſtic avocations and morning pur- 


ſuits, leaving the young people toge- 


'ther, recommending Mrs. Sheffield to 
the particular care of their ſon and 
| daughter, 
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daughter, who they hoped would de- 


tain ſo welcome a gueſt for the day. 


Mrs. Sheffield always felt her ſpirits ac- 
celerated in the company of her friend, 
and rallied Mr. Berrel on the grave re- 
ſerve he. had contratted fince ſhe had 


firſt the honour of knowing him, add- 


ing—“ J had the vanity to hope Mr. 
Berrel would have included me in the 
number of his friends.“ And can 
there,“ he replied, © be that being on 
earth, that would not glory in being ad- 
mitted to claim ſo bleſt a title ?? 


« I will appeal to my Miliſtina,”” ſaid 


i. Mrs. Sheffield, « for the juſtice of a 


complaint I am going to make againſt 


her brother. —He tells me he has been 
near three months at Trent Hall; during 
which time he has not once enquired 


after his friends at Oak Cover; and when 


J had the pleaſure of ſeeing him this 


morning, he was more formally diſtant 
than the firſt time I had the honour of 
ſeeing 
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ſeeing him: if you have a word to fay 
for him, I will ſtill, for your ſake, ad- 
mit him in the choſen ſelection of my 
: friends.” 


Mr. a interrupted. her badinage, 
by ſaying—* It would be the heighth of 
my ambition to merit ſo exalted a ſitua - 
tion.“ 


MNiliſtina ſaid, ſmilingly— Was it 
poſſible my brother could plead guilty to 
this heavy charge againſt him, I can aſ- 
ſure you he would not find me an advo- 
cate in his favour.” | 


ReſpeAful WF Fee he replied, 
« unconſciouſly produces a diſtant, ho- 
mage that alone can inipoſe conſtrained 
formality, when I have, the honour of 


addreſſing Mrs. Sheffield.“ 


« Your defence is too flattering to 
my vanity, not to enſure your perfect 
acquittal 


1 
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acquittal.— Are you inclined to be as 
agreeable as you was: at Briſtol, when 
you indulged us in reading to us? The 
intenſe heat of the day will confine us to 
this charming room till the hour I am 
under the neceſſity of encountering it 
to return to a dinner-party Mr. Shef- 
feld has invited to Oak Cover.“ 
The converſation now became ſerious 
and intereſting—infinitely more ſo to all 
parties, than any. book they. could. have 
feleaed. Mr. Berrel experienced hap- - 
pineſs he had long been a ſtranger to, 
and which only the ſight of Mrs. Shef- 
field could have reſtored to him. —Alas ! 
how rapidly fleet the delightful moments 
of heartfelt gratification—the bliſs ari- 
fing from conſcious happineſs, with the 
full aflurance of its continuance, would 


be too much for this ſublunary world to 
beſtow ! 


Miliſtina. 
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Miliſtina lamented the neceſſity of her 
friend's leaving ber, and expreſſed her 
apprehenſion ſhe would ſuffer from 
riding home in the heat of the day.— 
Gallantry and politeneſs ſanctioned the 
propriety of Mr. Berrel's offering to 
attend her home, for which purpoſe he 
ordered his horſe to be brought round 
with Mrs. Sheffield's: her timidity on 
horſeback felt a proteQing care in Mr. 
Berrel's attendance, which ſhe with plea- 
ſure accepted. Every hour Mr. Berrel. 
paſſed in the ſociety of Mrs. Sheffield 
more firmly rooted * fatal attach 
ment. 


Miliftina n, Mrs. Sheffield» 
going home in their carriage, which ſhe- 
declined; wiſhing to conquer hen fears on 
horſeback by perſeverance, intending to- 
ride very flowly, which circumſtance- 
prolonged Mr, Berrel's pleaſure.— Mrs. 
Sheffield left Trent Hall with a. promiſe 
to =o friend of ſoon repeating her viſit. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Berrel conducting her to the moſt 
ſhady road to Oak Cover, where they 
found Mr. Sheffield juſt returned from 
his morning ride, as he was not ſo un- 
faſhionable a huſband as to attend the 
moſt deſerving object of his care, be- 
cauſe ſhe, was his wife: he ſo peremp- 
torily inſiſted on Mr. Berrel's dining 
with him, that the refuſal he had im- 
poſed on bimſelf was too feeble to re- 
ſiſt his preſſing ſolicitation, without 
making a future breach in their ac- 
quaintance, which on Mrs. Sheffield's 
account he would. not even, riſk. a 
poſſibility of.— Mr. Berrel firmly de- 
termined not to loſe the ſuperior charms 
of Mrs: Sheffield's ſociety for the un- 
ſatisfactory pleaſures of the bottle, wiſh» 
ing to preſerve that {tric propriety of 
behaviour, whenever. he had the happi- 
neſs of approaching her, which .could 
alone enſure his deſerving; this , honour. 
He contrived to reſiſt the bumper toaſts, 
till the party became in a ſituation not to 
obſerve. 
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obſerve his diſaffection his delicacy of 
mind was ſhocked at the idea of ra- 
tional beings preſenting themſelves in 
fuch a ſtate, to ſo exalted a ſuperior 
in every virtue, which can diſtinguiſh 
human nature, and felt hurt, that even 
the privilege of a huſband ſhould pre- 
ſume to tranſgreſs the laws of decorum, 
who, of all others, ſhould preſerve the 
ſtricteſt delicacy and purity of beha- 
viour the ſureſt preſervative of ap- 
proved and laſting attachment. Mr. 
Berrel could only regret, what he had 
not the power to prevent, their rejoin- 
ing Mrs. Sheffield: his firſt appearance 
convinced Mrs. Sheffield of his ſupe- 
riority in this inſtance; and his polite 
manner of addreſſing her raiſed him 
highly in her eſlimation, and preyented 
her immediately withdrawing herſef by 
entering into converſation with him, 
while ſhe acquitted herſelf of the re- 
quired attention to her huſband's gueſt 
at the tea-table, who, though not abſo- 

| | lutely 
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lutely in a Rate of intoxication, expreſſed 
their exultation in feeling themſelves the 
Lords of the Creation, exempt from all 
required attentions, or even civilities.— 
Mrs. Sheffield had happily always kept 
them at due diſtance, by which ſhe had 
preſerved a cautious reſtraint in her pre- 
ſence, which even inebriety did not 
counteratt: her huſband was generally 
the moſt diſagreeable from feeling his 
right to be fo. Mrs. Sheffield ſoon re- 
tired, thankful to Mr. Berrel for the 
comfort of a rational companion—a 
ſtriking contraft for having retained that 
deſirable eee. : | 


Mr. Beirel returned his in high 
ſpirits, truly grateful to that wonder- 
working direction, called chance, which 
had procured him ſo happy a day. 


CHAP. 
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"THE attention of the party at Trent- 
Hall were now engroffed by the unex- 
| pefted arrival of Mr, Ruſſel, who 
greeted Sir George as his true and only 
friend and guardian director, aſſuring 
him he had been firm in purpoſe to re- 
fiſt temptation, and to become worthy 
of a continuance of his friendly regard, 
by having adhered to all his counſels and 
advice from the moment he bad re- 
_ ceived ſuch ſtrong proofs of the intereſt 
Sir George had taken in his future hap- 
pineſs and welfare.—* 1 muſt ſolicit 
your attention to communicate the pro- 
greſs of my purſuits and incidents of the 
ſhort period which has elapſed fince I 
20 the happy reſidence of domeſtic 
comfort, 
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comfort, the delights of which inſpired 
me with an anxious wiſh to court the 
enjoyment of ſcenes ſo new to my ex- 
perience, for which I determined to pro- 
fit of the firſt opportunity 1 could pro- 
cure to leave the hateful haunts I had 
too long frequented, to accompliſh which 
I acceded to the wiſhes of my brother 
officers, by taking their guard, to enſure 
my leave of abſence at an early part of 
the ſummer for three months, an in- 
dulgence I ſhould then have a right to 
folicit' from my previous cloſe attention 
to duty.—My intention was to ſup- 
ply my mind with new ideas from the 
contemplation of the ſcenes of nature— 
beauties 1 had no conception of; the 
wide field for admiration which would 
expand my mind, and give me ſome 
ideas of the qualities of which it was 
compoſed, an intereſting enquiry which, 
till that period had, never ſuggeſted it= 
felf—that I was formed, and by whom, 
was all I felt ſatisfactorily conſcious of, 

erg but 
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but of what materials my thinking fa- 
culties were ſupplied I had not even 
thought, conſidering the great buſi- 
neſs of my ſhort life had been to enjoy 
the amuſements of to-day, and to eniure 
thoſe of to-morrow—farther I did not 
think of making a proviſion for.—My 
finances recruited by your generoſity, and 
my embarraſſment relieved 'by the ſame 
noble hand”— Sir George interrupted 
him, by ſaying “ I thought, my young 
friend, my lite temporary ſupply was 
a ſecret tranſattion between us as a mere 
gift.” —*© Sir George, I might have con- 
cealed it ſrom the knowledge of the 
world; but as the enſured means of pre- 
ſerving me from diſtinction, and in fu- 
ture making me worthy of ſuch a bene- 
fattor, I glory in avowing it, and in- 
dulging my heart in pouring forch its 
grateful effuſions. The ſmile of ge- 
nerous approbation enlivened the coun- 
tenance of all the party, and directed 
the eye of affectionate regard on the 
ani! Þ good 
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good Sir George, who was impatient to 


hear the ſequel of 'Mr. Ruſlel's ſhort! ac- 


count of Want 151 „ eee 
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37 66 Kani in My 1 left London to make 
the tour of North and South Wales, 
having procured ſeveral introductory 
letters from men of faſhion to the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed families in Wales. The 
beautiful ſcenery which the environs of 
Cheltenham preſented to me ſtruck my 


wondering admiration with delight, and | 


the ſublime proſpe& which burſt on the 


eye at Dodeſwell charmed me; and 1 


felt I could there have taken up my re- 
fidence for life. I lingered at Chelten- 
ham, thinking nothing beyond it could 
produce more romantic or beautiful 
ſcenery.—1 left it with regret, pro- 
miſing myſelf I would reviſit its beau- 
ties; but as it is not my intention to 
give you my journal, or tire you with 
my faint deſcription of the glowing pic- 

tures I beheld, I hall not arreſt your 
| | attention 


| 
ö 
ö 
j 
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attention by preſenting the different 


ſcenes through the medium of my im- 
perfect deſcription. —lI derived a con- 
ſcious dignity of character, from feeling 


I had a ſoul formed for the grateful con- 
templation of God's all- perfect works 


my mind received a continual ſupply. of 


wonder and delight—do not think me 


romantic or [enthuſiaſtic in my expreſ- 
ſion —After the fulleſt indulgence of 


my. admiration. from a month paſſed in 
North Wales, and receiving hoſpitable 


politeneſs from the poſſeſſors of the fine 
old caſtle and ancient manſion, I quitted 
it with a mind impreſſed with ſenſations 
of gratitude and pleaſure, and arrived 


on the borders of South Wales, and di- 
rected my courſe to an ancient fabric, 


the property of Mr; Lualdow, to whom 


1 had a letter of introduction from a 
diſtant relation of his, who he had never 
een: the manſion was in its primitive 
ſtate, ' forming a very regular outline 


hein of ſtone, ſo clolely united by time, 


F 2 that 
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that the cement was no longer viſible; 

it ſtood on a great deal of ground, the 
building conſiſting of only two ſtones: 

a ſteep hill, finely wooded to its ſummit, 
roſe immediately behind the houſe, leav- 
ing a narrow green valley only. between, 
the greateſt part of which had been laid 
out in a formal garden, with fountains, 
ſupplied from the hills falling into moſs- 
covered ſtone baſons coeval with the 
houſe ; the pure ſtreams which guſhed 
from different parts of the hill came 
tumbling down in rugged directions inte 
a narrow meandering ſtream, which 
flowed through the valley: the hill it- 
ſelf was beautiful, but ſo near the houſe 
as to give a gloom, ſheltering it from 
the north wind, a very defirable advan- 
tage: it commanded: a fine rich view 
in front, looking over beautiful home 
ſcenery of imboſomed farms and rich 

meadows to a magnificent chain of | 
hills, moſt of them finely covered with 
oa kwood ; the whole producing the moſt 
profound - 
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profound retirement, the ſcene being a 
perfect ſecluſion from the cheerful ways 
olf men, being enlivened only by large 
herds of goats, which were aſcending. 
and deſcending the hills, and feeding on 
their fearful craggy points, As I was ar- 
reſted ſome time in this ſpot, a deſcrip- 
tion of it may be neceſſary. I come now 
to the inhabitants. LY 


Mr. Lualdow was ſo much of a 
Welſhman, that it was at firſt diffi- 
cult to underſtand his Engliſh, which 
he had ſeldom opportunities of ſpeak- 
ing, having been born, bred, and re- 
ceived the little education he had ac- 
quired in the valley of Caerphilla, where 
he continued to reſide. His perſon is 
not worthy of particular deſcription ; 
he was a plain-featured man of between 
fifty-and ſixty rough in his manners, 
wich an open expreſſion of counte- 
nance; he had ſome difficulty in read- 
ing the letter I preſented him, which 

Fg took 
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took him ſo long a time to accompliſh: 
as to leave an awkward interval for me 
to fill up, by looking through the little 
caſement of the only window in the 
room he received me in. The effects 
the letter produced proved that he un- 
derſtood its contents: he deſired me to 
conſider myſelf at home, and that he 
ſhould be proud to ſhew me his verx 
extenſive domain, and make me known 
to his family. I arrived at nine oc ock 
in the morning, thinking I might be in 
ume ſor the family breakfaſt; but in this 
J was miltaken, their hour for aſſembling 
being ſeven | o'clock, which, from the 
regular order of this domeſtic eſtabliſh . 
ment, they never exceeded: he imme- 
diately called for refreſhment, ' which 
conſiſted of a large bowl of goat's milk, 
more than I had drank-in the courſe of 
my life, including my infant years—a 
brown loaf, a roll of butter of two 
pounds, and a cold meat pye.— I made an 
excellent repaſt, and promiſed myſelf 
* 7 | great. 
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great pleaſure in a farther knowledge of 
this apparent original family, from the 
ſpecimen I had already ſeen, far ex- 
ceeding in contraſt, any I had yet 
known in my tour through North- 
Wales. —I was very impatient: to be 
preſented to the ather branches of this 

great houſe, which the inherent Welſh 
pride of the poſſeſſor ſoon aſſured me 
was of noble and ancient deſcent, — 
Mr. Lualdow attended me in one of the 
moſt romantic walks 1 had ever ex- 
plored. I regretted the. dinner-hour 
(which was one o'clock) obliged us to 
ſhorten it; but my eyes were then only 
withdrawn from the beauties of nature, 
to be charmed with what I then thought 
a more powerful attraftion :—The hall 
was a regular falle d manger, with a 
long oaken table, ſupported with im- 
menſe poſts as legs, faſtened to the ſtone 
floor apparently when the houſe was 
firſt built, with long forms on each ſide 
of it, wich a high ſideboard of the ſame 
; F 4 date, 
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date, with plate, which had ſeen many 
ſucceeding generations, and was not di- 
miniſhed in weight from the frequent 
friction it had received from cleaning. 


V vas ſpared the:trouble of apologizing 

for my travelling dreſs, by obſerving my 
good hoſt in the fame ſuit of cloaths, 
which had once been a pompadour.—A 
Welſh harper was ſeated: at the end of 
the hall, and three ſervants habited in 
the ſame ſuit, or odd 'old-faſhioned li- 
veries of dark thickſet, and fine long 
waiſtcoats, covered with party-coloured 
worſted lace—the ' heavy profuſion of 
the table proved the neceſſity of their 
attendances: : 4:t i 


«The company were not aſſembled 
previouſly in a drawing-room, but at the 
ringing of the great bell they collected 
in the large hall from different 0 
the houſe. 


6% Mrs. 


MILIS TINA. 105. 


« Mrs. Lualdow firſt made her appear- , 
ance, in whom there was ſtill the traits: 
of beauty, though much diſguiſed in 
face and figure by the quakeriſh ſim- 
plicity of her. dreſs, the particular de- 
ſcription of which I could not attempt. 
to give you, —She was followed by a 
daughter, who even in this ſociety, 
(looking at Miſs Berrel) I muſt. ſay ri- 
valled in regular beauty any I have yet 
beheld—her features all models of per- 
fection, with a complexion far exceed- 
ing in its ſoft tints of vermilion, with a 
tranſparent white, any I had ever ſeen in 
nature; in ſhort, in. my opinion, ſhe 
was a matchleſs divinity in face and per- 
ſon.— What I have ſaid of her I con- 
ſider as neceſſary in my on defence, 
and for the preſent ſhall leave per to 
introduce you to the remaining com- 
pany which compoſed the dinner party, 
which conſiſted of another daughter of 
the family, plain—a ſtrong reſemblance 
of her father, —Their only fon, a boy 

F 5 lead 
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of ten years of age, a promiſing youth, 
from being I thought like his handſome” 
ſiſter; two ancient maiden ſiſters of 
Mr. Lualdow—the one deformed—both- 
of them too horrible for deſcription ; 
a Welſh curate, three gentlemen gueſts, 
and myſelf, compoſed the number of 
ten, which placed themſelves at the din- 
ner-table, which was covered with large 
Joints of meat, an immenſe ſilver bowl 
of fallad in the centre, puddings, and 
fruit pies of proportionable ſize ; a heavy 
_ filver tankard, which contained a ſort of 
cool cup, was the common 'drink of the 
table. — The harper played all dinner- 
. time, to the ſecluſion of all converſation : 
the hoſpitable” civility of the good lady 
of the manſion ſupplied me with more 
in ſttbtance than two hungry men 
could have required. II pleaded a re- 
cent indiſpoſition, having impoſed the 
neceſſity of moderation in the indul- 
gence of my appetite, which alſo ſe- 


cured an exemption from the complying 1 


with 
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with the preſſing ſolicitation, of; joining 
in the bumper toaſts. My eyes were 
indeed moſt completely feaſted by con- 
templating the beautiful object before 
me, ,which ſuſpended all other obſerva- 
tion: che appearance of a ſtranger did 
not abſtrad her attention from what ſhe 
ſeemed to conſider the important bu- 
ſineſs of life. I lamented this divinity 
ſhould put ſuch a large piece of meat 
into her mouth, and was ſhocked to ſee 
her make ſo ſubſtantial a meal. I had 
only heard the ſound of her voice ſuſ- 
ficiently to convince, me ſhe ſpoke with 
a broad dialect, and not in a melodious 
tone; but her beauty had ſo faſcinated 
me, that I truſted I ſhould diſcover the 
ruſtic. charms of native ſimplicity. in her 
mind andiheart, which would enſurethe 
continuance. of my © admiration more 


than the mere outward ornament of a 


highly poliſhed addreſs and courteous po- 


liteneſs, which I felt perſuaded the valley 
of nnen not produce. 
N79 VS: *** 
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The ladies drank little, and ſoon re- 
tired from the Hall, all making me a 
peculiar ſort of courtſey on leaving us: 
the gentlemen drank freely for a ſhort 
time, and, by four o'clock, we all aroſe 
and repaired to a long ill-proportiotied 
parlour, the ſubſtantial furniture of 
_ which had reſiſted the impreſſion of time 
for at leaſt one'century, and promiſed, 
by its durable materials, to remain as 
long as the walls of the habitation.— 
The family never felt the laborious fa- 
tigue of, moving any of the chairs, en- 
cumbered as they were by curling arme 
and heavy bars in two tiers round them, 
and high backs, being all placed by 
ſervants round a large table, bearing 
date with the chairs: we found the 
ladies all employed in Rr emetr 
wheels were = ee ſhapes. 4 


18808 n *tth.- 


I now Wa bene of the incom- 
parabit beauty was Cicely; to her I im- 
mediately direaed _ attention; her 

I preſent 
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preſent occupation became the cha- 
racter of ber beauty: ſitting at her 
ſpinning-· wheel, ſhe produced the lovelieſt 
ä picture a an ren e painter could have 

traced,” —<© Surely not a more flattering | 
artiſt,” faid Mr. or 12 "0p "JO | 
ſelf. “ | 0 . 


The party were all impatient to hear 
the progreſs of Mr. Ruſſel's attachment 
to the bewitching Cicely, and united 
in requeſting him to continue his ac- 
count. —“ I found myſelf, ſaid Mr. 
Ruſſel,“ fo powerfully attrated by her, 
that I lamented the impoſſibility of 
moving one of the cumberſome chairs 
to take the ſtation I wiſhed near her, 
and was obliged: to content myſelf by 
ſtanding before her, and endeavouring to 

draw her into converſation, by expreſ- 
ſing the pleaſure I had derived from the 
enchanting ſcenery of the valley of 
Caerphilla: this failed of producing any 
anſwer-—l feared from her not compre 
| OY 
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hending the meaning of my obſervation. 


| 1 then» admired her dexterity in ſpin- 


ning; on which ſubjett I, found ber 
better informed than I could have 
wiſhed: her, as ſhe. entered into very 
unintereſting particulars, of the quality 
and fineneſs of the yarn, which induced 
me to ſtart another ſubject.— I aſked 
her 4 ſhe was d to a country life. 

b 1 never nne any other, Sir; 1 
never was more than ten miles from 
this old-faſhioned place ſince I. was 
bad and 'I ſhall be Ms in Au- 
* This \ was the laſt ma 1 ſhould 
had! thought of putting to her. The 
ſpinning- wheels were put aſide to attend 
the regular preparation of the tea- table, 
at which Mrs. Lualdow herſelf pre- 
fided :| it was, I obſerved, conſidered as 
a decided meal, conſiſting of tea haſons 
of goat's milk, and different {arts of 
vaihifed N home 
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| home-made cakes. Cicely preſented 
me with a large ſlice of one of them, 
cut by the exertion of her own fair 
hand:—as a farther inducement to my 
eating it, ſhe added I ſaw e to 
che r of er? > PT 
1 Daf i 
T8 Thou 80 this recommended the cake, 
it did not heighten my conception of 
her taſte in having ſuperintended it: 1 
became very impatient to have my ad- 
miration ſupported by approbation of 
the mind and heart of this enchanting 
fair one. A walk being propoſed by 
the young party, broke up the awkward 
ſolemnity of the aſſembly, and gave me 
an opportunity of knowing more of 
Cicely. We firſt viſned the favourite 
goats: ſome of whom vere trained to 
follow the family they gave me an 
account of their yearly produce. 
Cicely expreſſed an innocent childiſh 
pleaſure in the ruſtic' amuſement. of 
the valley, without an 0 of its beau- 
| ties, 
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ties, And was aſtoniſhed 1 ſhould be 
ſtruck with ſcenes ſhe had fo long been 


in the habit of obſerving without ad- 
miration. - h 


2 The firſ Gene bc no de- 
cided judgment of Cicely—every thing 
ſhe did became and heightened her beau- 
ty: we returned to ſupper hy day- light in 
the great hall; immediately after which we 
all repaired to a graſs-plat, where old 
and young all joined in the ruſtic dance 
to the Welſh harper. Cicely was en- 
gaged to one of her countrymen who 
had dined with us, and they ſo imme 
diately paired, that the humpy. Miſs 
Lualdow was my deſtined partner.— 
Their mode of dancing was ſo totally 
different to mine, that 1 think myſelf I 
was the moſt . ludicrous. figure of the 
group: the harper did not allow me 
time for ſetting, footing, or any ſort of 
GBs and, between a ſhort run and 
dS 17, £4 Je. 


MILISTINA. 119 


hitch; I followed the figure with my 
little partner, who, though old enough 
to have been my grandmother, got over 
the ground much faſter than I could. 
The moon riſing from behind the higheſt 
hill ſoon diffuſed her foft light on the 
beautiful valley, and ſhone brightly;on- 
this happy group: I lamented I' could 
not contemplate its beauty. The dance 
continued, and in my turn I was the 
partner of Cicely, though I cannot ſay 
ſhe danced according to our ideas it 
Vas an active movement, in perfect 
time; that pleaſed me, though I fear 
I imped: her by not comprehending 
the fignre,” which ſo continually ter- 
minated in forming the ring, that I was 
really giddy. Minds that are not at- 
trafted by variety of attentions fix 
more cloſely to the few which engroſs 
their application. I found the evening 
dance was conſidered as one of the ne- 
PN} employments as well. as: plea- 

| ſures 
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ſures of the day; | though dancing 
with the lovelieſt partner, as a OY 
I had ever been coupled with, I 
was not ſorry when the harper ſtopped 
without giving us any previous inti- 
mation, and the contented party re- 
turned to the manſion, the hall of which 
was lighted with a large ſuſpended braſs 
chandelier containing eight lamps, which 
dimly glimmered to produce a funeral 
light: each retired to their vera, 1008 
210 N ten o clock. 
15 Mr. 8 conduſted me to the 
one allotted me, and hoped I liked the 
valley of Caerphilla well enough 10 re- 
main ſome time with them: he then 
wiſhed: me a good night, and retired, 
leaving me in the ſolemn gloom of a 
large bed-chamber, the dimenſions of 
the hall, lighted only with the candle I 
had in my hand: it was with ſome dif- 
ficulty 1 found out the table to place it 
| ON, 
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on, and ſurveyed the bed -a more con- 
ſpicuous object from its immenſe ſize, 
which could only be exceeded by the 
great bed at Ware; it was originally of 

crimſon cloth, fringed with gold fringe, 
the threads of which was only remain- 
ing ; the dome was attached to the ciel- 
ing, which was curiouſly deformed' with 
the intended ornament of heavy pro- 
- jeQtions, forming a nn i * 
1 e „ Sa wore 


«] man not give you a ane EY 
ſcription of my apartment, in which 1 
ſlept profoundly on a 'flock mattreſs, 
which our anceſtors had vainly at- 
eat a to make an W on. 


7699 cee Wee berſelf: to my Deep- 
ing imagination as every thing that was 
lovely and charming,' and engrofſed my 
waking thoughts with anxious impa- 
tience to have my dream realized. 
was awoke "ne the Welſh harper playing 

under 
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under my window by five o'clock, which 

I afterwards learnt was in compliment 
to me. I hſtened to it with pleaſure; 
and reflected on the wonderful novelty 


of ſcene a day had ions to my ob- 
ee N , en I | 


. F found all the family aſ- 
ſembled, and received the addreſs of 
increaſed. civility from each individual 
which compoſed it. Cicely's expreſ- 
ſion was more animated than the day 
before. | — 

L ſhall not think of making you par- 
take of the ruſtic ſports I joined in the 
next day, or detain you. much. longer 
in the valley of Caerphilla, but pro- 
ceed to inform you that the fourth day 
of my reſidence began to diſſipate the 
infatuation of mere perfonal attraction, 
and leſſened the indulgence of extreme 
admiration ; and the better ſenſe of un- 
prejudiced judgment aſſured me chat 
the 
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che beautiful Cicely was a mere child of 
unpoliſhed nature, not poſſeſſing her 
intrinſic worth, which ſhines with bril- 
liancy only on the happy few—direQing 
his attention particularly on Miliſtina. 
The ſoul-infpiring ſentiment of heart 
and the delicate affection of {ſweet ſen- 
ſibility were not inhabitants of this out- 
ward form of lovelineſs, without which 
the chain may for a time attach, but 
cannot bind the heart. 


On the fifth 1 the ſeducement of 
novelty wore off, and the inſufficiency 
of mere ruſtic ſimplicity and negative 
virtue became oppreſſive to a more cul- 
tivated and livelier imagination, which 1 
found required a conſtant ſupply of 
knowledge and congenial aſlimulation, 
which the on of the Mats n 
not afford mes £11995, 15. Ie 2 6s £16 1 
jo [\ TEST ESI SD © 4's bop 
344 began to contemplate the charms 
of mere beauty with indifference, and 
beheld 
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beheld it as the repreſentation of the 
work of fancy finely executed: each 
hour confirmed the aſſurance that Cicely 


was ignorant and illiterate, with intellects 


inferior to common ſenſe; and moſt 
happily formed for her probably deſ- 
tined lot of paſſing her life in the valley 
of Feen or its environs. 


1 | 
$E : / : 4 [ 


4 I fixed my hn for: 33 feos 
5 the longeſt refidence I had made 
. ! mne excurſion. 

I ſhould be ill dle ving l of the very 
hoſpitable reception I met with, if I 
did not expreſs the gratitude 1 felt for 
all the civility and amuſements I re- 
ceived from the happy inhabitants of 
this reſpectable manſion, and the ſincere 
pleaſure I ſhould derive in affording 
them as ſtriking a contraſt as our me- 
tropolis would preſent to their aſtoniſhed 
obſervation. —The family all took leave 

nt Ii on 1330. 91315 of 
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of me with apparent regret at my very 
ſhort ſtay. 
Mr. Lualdow and the beanteous 
Cicely attended me on horſeback to 
the firſt village, over roads inacceſſible 
by any other mode of conveyance. 


*« Cicely's beauty alone could have re- 
ſiſted het awkward equipment on horſe- 
back; ſhe rode a colt of the cart breed, 
who carried alike every burden that 
Was W 0 on HG moſt! tranquilly, 
| F 

6 1 We wich Mr. - Ludldow and his 
daughter with a hearty with: that they 
might experience all the happineſs they 
vere capable of enjoying, and pro- 
ceeded in full poſſeſſion of all the af- 
fections I had to beſtow; which but 
five days ſince I felt aſſured would/have 
been 9 0 in the en of b c149jerth | 


f 
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__ CHAP. VIII. 


Six George Berrel received heartſelt 


pleaſure from the pleaſing reflection of 


having been inſtrumental in recalling 
Mr. Ruſſel into the paths of virtue, and 
in having fixed his inclination to con- 


tinue in them. His preſent thirſt after 


uſeful knowledge inſenſibly detached 
his mind from the youthful follies which 
had before engroſſed it, and he felt a 
ſtrength of underſtanding. to oppoſe 
the torrent of temptation which is con- 
tinually affailing the weak and wavering 
mind; and Sir George was much pleaſed 
with his well-judging adherence to the 
leſſons he had inculcated in their laſt 


— 


meeting, and ſtamped their value on 


. Mr. 
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Mr. Ruſſel's heart, by the friendly ex» 
| preſſion of his perfect approbation. 


He a his frank avowal of his 


early conceived paſſion for the fair 
Cicely, and very fincerely congratu- 
lated him on the triumph of diſcernment, 


In the fullneſs of his noble heart he 


deſired Mr, Ruſſel to confider his houſe 


in future as his home and fafe aſylum 


from the ſeducing and dangerous power 
of ill example, and to guard well the 


avenues open to temptation on his re- 


turn te the ſcene of his former ill 
habits. 


Mr. Rullel zie him all: he ü 


pieſt moments of his life would be thoſe 
devoted to the cultivation of ſuch a 
friendſhip, and that he ſhould ſeek every 
opportunity of profiting of ſuch. an in- 
dulgence as conſidering Trent Hall as 


his home, and its valued inhabitants as 


Vor. II. 'G related 
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related to him by the ties of mutual and 
ſincereſt regard. | 


Sir George Berrel took an early oc- 
caſion to inform Mr. Ruſſel of his 
daughter's attachment to Mr. Churchill, 
adding ſmilingly—* I think this a ne- 
ceſſary precaution, leſt my Miliſtina 
might realize the beautiful maid of 
2 M aged s Vale in your imagination.“ 


permit me, Sir,” reli: Mr. Ruſ- 
ſe], © only to revere her exalted virtues, 
and admire a character ſo perfect.“ 


Happily for the worthy Baronet and 
Lady Berrel they were ſtrangers to the 
ſecret paſſion that was preying on the 
heart and ſpirits of their deſerving ſon, 
and daily endangering a health fo dear 
to them. To his own good conduQ 
and impoſed appearance of ſerenity of 
mind they owed their exemption from 
the 


1 A — 
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the ſad ſtate of -unavailing regrets :' he 
concealed. his: indiſpoſition, and the too 
apparent effects of it he aſcribed to 
other cauſes, and quieted their appre- 

henſions by not allowing he had any 
complaint. His amiable ſiſter felt a 


| heavier weight of anxiety on his ac- 
count, from having none to ſhare or 
leſſen it by communication; ſhe knew, 


alas! that it was not in the power of 
affection or friendſhip to adminiſter the 
balm of e 

Miliftine 8 wt Was now iGlomdad 
with ſorrow, and all ſelfiſh expeRQation 
of future happineſs loſt their value, when 
ſhe conſidered the ſiſter of him moſt 
dear to her had innocently and uncon- 


u nee her S 8 oye” 


'1 


Andi had: difuaded Mr. Berrel 


| Coins a meditated intention he had com- 


municated to her of going to Germany, 
62 and 
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and viſiting the different courts, in the 
ill- grounded hope and erroneous opi- 
nion, as a general one, that abſence is a 
cure for love, as on the contrary it has 
often been nee root more firmly 
the attachment, and has proved the 
conſtancy of a real affection. This was 
Miliſtina's opinion, feeling herſelf an 
inſtance of the truth of it: ſhe dreaded 
her brother's leaving England in his 
prefent ſtate of health, little imagining 
ſhe was thereby ſecuring to herſelf a 


ſupporting conſolation in a ſevere trial 
of her fortitude which: awaited her. 


OA months 10 now elapſed ſitids 
ſhe had heard of Mr. Churchill from 
Mrs. Sheffield, and ſhe hourly expected 
ta receive ſome intelligence of him, 
quieting the anxious alarms of antici- 
pating evils by aſcribing it to the un- 
certain paſſage to England, and the pro- 
bable loſs of e 


4h 


The 
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The newſpapers and letters uſually 
arrived at Trent Hall about the hour 
of breakfaſt, and were always received 
and diſtributed by the Baronet, Mi- 
liſtina's having none on this day, ſhe 
hoped to divert her attention by reading 
the papers; and, during the interval 
occupied by Sir George and her mother 
in reading their letters, Miliſtina opened 
the paper, and the firſt article that met 
her eye was an account, dated from St. 
Vincent's, relating the melancholy ef- 
fefts of the climate, which, in a ſhort 
time, had taken off ſeveral. of its inha- 
bitants, and been fatal to many of the 
privates in our different regiments— 
ſeveral of the officers of which had fallen 
a ſacrifice, with a liſt of the ſeveral”, 
names. One of the number mentioned 
was Lieutenant-Colonel Churchill. 
Miliſtina read it, and involuntarily ex- 
claimed—* My God! ſupport me!“ 
and fainted, Her brother immediately 
flew to her relief, and, with the added 
e | G3 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of her parents, ſhe revived to 
the fatal recollection which the violent 
hock had. for a time deprived her of. 
A torrent of tears relieved her ſuffer- 
ings to recall the power of articulation, 
and ſhe uttered the cauſe of her dif- 
tradion to Sir George and Lady Berrel, 
beſeeching them to ſend to Oak Cover 
to know if the dreadful tidings had 
Peder ber — friend. 


Sir Georgs Rp: Lady Berrel ſug-. 


geſted a hope that, as it was not an 


official account, it might be an. erro- 
neous one, and brought their Miliſtina 


to that comparative compoſure to at- 


tend to the means they propoſed to her. 
of knowing whether public or private 
intelligence had been received of his 
death, by diſpatching an expreſs to the 


War-Office: they alſo endeavoured to 


inſpire her with hopes of its being with- 
out foundation, from his advance in 
3 5 England only 
with 
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with a company; but this had no weight 
with Miliſtina to baniſh her alarms, con- 
ſidering it only as a fatal proof of the 
baneful effects of the air from the rapid 


promotions of the army. 


Mr. Berrel felt the ſorrows of thoſe 
he loved his own; the preſent melan- 
choly information touched his heart in 

the tendereſt affection it had ever formed, 
as it would wound a peace dearer to 
him than his own: his firſt immediate 
attention was to his ſiſter; but the mo- 
ment he ſaw her a little compoſed, he 
left her to the care of her parents, and 
flew. to Oak Cover, dreading the con- 
ſequences to Mrs. Sheffield, who, had 
already preſented herſelf to his i imagina- 
tion in all the diſtraction of deſpair, 
from her having loſt the only being to 
whom ſhe could look for laren ou 
protection. ; 


' 
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On his arrival he found the fad in- 
telligence had reached her in the ſame 
abrupt manner, conſequently fhe was 


not in a ſtate to ſee Mr. Berrel, who, 


after l:aving talked with Mr. Sheffield, 
and endeavouring to ſoften his heart to 
feeling compaſſion for the preſent ſuf- 
ferings of his wife, which was all he 
could hope to effeft, was returning, 
when Mr. Sheffield faid It may not 
be true, as I told Harriet, as the ac- 
count is from a private hand, and they 
ſometimes make a damn*d miſtake in 
names. In William's laſt letter he 


. does not tell us he was promoted to a 


Lieutenant- Colonel, and it muſt have 


deen all within the laſt two months that 


he bas ſent off ſo many to make room 
wt him,” 


* Berrel was not in a ſtate of mind 
to attend to. Mr. Sheffield; and, as he 
could not contribute to the relief of 
E , Mrs. 


„ rA I29 . 


Mrs. Sheffield's W 0 ne Ke de- 
parted. | ; 


The haſty manner in which Mr. Ber- 
rel had received the information had 
prevented his confidering that the chan- 
nel through which it came, admitting of 
a well-founded hope that it was not im 
plicitly to be relied on, at the ſame 
time its probability was but too alarm 
ing, knowing ſo well that Mrs. Sheffield: 
had no friendly heart to receive or con - 
ſole her affliction but his ſiſter, Who 
herſelf wanted the aid ſhe could not 
lend, he determined to vrite to her 
the moment he got home, which inten- 
tion ſoon brought him there: he 
dreaded ſeeing Miliſtina, leſt ſhe ſhould 
confider' its being in Mr. Sheffield's 
paper as a farther confirmation of the 
truth which had already ſo deeply af- 
fected her.— At his return he had the 
comfort of hearing his fiſter' was more 
compoſed, and entertained a feeble hope 

G 4. . 
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that Mr. Churchill ſtill lived. Mr. 
Berrel ſat down, and wrote the follow- 
ing note to Mrs. Sheffield: 2 


Th Mr. Berrel preſents his reſpects to 
« Mrs. Sheffield; is irrefiſtibly impelled 
«to intrude on her attention, by ſug- 
* geſting what in her preſent ſtate of 
« mind may not have occurred to her 
« that of giving too immediate credit to 
sa report irregularly tranſmitted, which 
«would have been officially forwarded 
« by the ſame ſhip WR eren 
" private accounts.“ 


A note from Trent Hall was the only 
ecircumſtance which could for a moment 
rouſe Mrs. Sheffield from deep dejec- 
tion. The delicate attentions of true 
friendſhip we are ever alive to; it has 
a charm in every extremity of ſorrow, 
and heightens 'all: the joys of life 
Happy the choſen few who poſſeſs it! 


- Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sheffield ſelt in full force this 
proof of Mr. Berrel's feeling heart and 
friendly ſympathy moſt cruelly con- 
traſted in Mr. Sheffield's behaviour, 
whoſe inflexible heart reſiſted all im- 
preſſion of feeling for others: the in- 
dulgence he ſhewed her on this occa- 
ſion was to leave her to herſelf. Mr. 
Berrel's note conveyed a tranſient gleam 
of comfort to Mrs. Sheffield, and for a 
| ſhort interval ſuſpended. her thoughts 
from the loved object which had ab- 
ſorbed them, and directed them to her 
dear Miliſtina, the neareſt to bim in her 
affections, and ſiſter in afflidlon. Mrs. 
Sheffield could not cloſe her eyes—her 
night was paſſed between alternate hope 
and fear.— The next morning a large 
packet arrived at Oak Cover by the 
coach, forwarded by Mr.  Sheffield's 
agent from Mr. Churchill, containing a 
letter for his ſiſter of a previous date to 
the intelligence from St. Vincent's. re 
. by the papers the-preceding day. 
G6 M1 
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Mr. Churchill wrote only 2 ſhort letter, 
in which the name of Miliſtina was often 
repeated.—It was very evident that a 
letter of earlier date muſt have miſ- 


carried, as he ſays “ I have encloſed 


you a copy of my vill: having ſo. 
fully accounted for the reaſon which in- 


duces it, I ſhall only add, that it is not 
my intention that you ſhall profit by it 


for a long time.—I have too large a 
portion of felicity in reſerve, I truſt, for 


me to reſign, Honour alone has power: 


to detain me a moment from the love- 
lieſt of women, my adored Miliſtina !?? 


Mr. Churchill concluded' his letter 
by intreating his fiſter to- give him each 
intereſting dear particular of his heart's. 


affection, in whoſe praiſe volumes could: 


not,in his opinion, extend her merits too, 
Wich an agitated heart, and trembling: 
hand, Mrs. Sheffield read the letter; her 


hopes 


| 
/ 
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hopes gained ſtrength as fhe proceeded. 
The laſt affecting proof of his affe ction 
produced a flood of tears: ſhe: was im- 
patient to remove the will from her 
ſight— the aequiſition of the world's poſ- 
feſhon could not have induced her to 
open it: her ſpirits, however, became 
now more compoſed, and the aſſurance 
that her brother was in perfett healththe 
week before the date of the calamitous 
account, began to operate on her mind 
to produce comparative eaſe, which was 
increaſed by a few words written by Mi- 
liſtina's own hand, which, though barely 
legible, conveyed comfort, by aſſuring. 
her no» official accounts had been re- 
ceived, and that the War Office had: 
diſpatches of a later date, conveying. 
no mention of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Churchill's death. —Mrs. Sheffield heard. 
the bearer. of this welcome: conſolation 
wes Mr. Berrel, who requeſted ſhe 
would allow him to have the honour of 


ſeeing 
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ſeeing her for a few moments, Mr Shef- 
field being from home. 


Mrs. Sheffield had not left her dreſſ- 
ing-room ſince the ſevere ſhock ſhe had 
experienced. —Aftliction does not relax 
propriety in a delicate mind; ſhe there- 
fore determined to receive him in the 
break ſaſt- room, whither | ſhe repaired 
wich the expreſſion of grief {till vifible 
from the appearance of recent tears: 
two ſleepleſs nights had baniſhed the 
roſes from her cheeks, and ſoftened the 
animated expreſſion of her eyes; but the 
effects of ſorrow had not leſſened her 
beauty, for the intereſting languor which 

depreſſed: it had only changed the ex- 

preſſion of it,—To Mr. Berrel ſhe never 
appeared ſo lovely.—“ How is my Mi- 
hſtina ??* ſaid Mrs. Sheffield: To 
your family alone ſhould I have pre- 
ſented ſuch an appearance. Permit me 
in future, Mr. Berrel, to conſider you 


"221Þ 
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as a tried friend. —Afffiction has left a 
grateful impreſſion on my heart, which 
can never be effaced, if my William 
lives!“ — Here ſhe burſt into tears, 
which coſt Mr. Berrel moſt painful 
emotions, and they were ſo apparent, 
that Mrs. Sheffield's preſent agitation 
did not preclude her obſervation of 
them, but excited her admiration and 
eſteem. She had always thought him 
the the moſt amiable and agreeable man 
ſhe had ever known, and the preſent in- I 
ſtance of his ſenſibility and friendly con- 
cern for a perſon whom ſhe could have 
no idea engroſſed a real intereſt in his 
heart, "raiſed him highly in her eſtima- 
tion, and ſhe felt he would for ever 
be attached to her moſt grateful r re- 
nme. 1 | 


2268 When I ſolicited the, honour! of 
ſeeing Mrs. Sheffield, it was in the hope 
of diſſipating her fears, by aſſuring her 
I have not a doubt remaining that the 

account 
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account is totally unfounded} and to 

ſtrengthen my opinion by that of your 
Miliſtina, whoſe placid ſerenity is re- 
ſtored, and ſhe waits my return with 
anxious impatience, in the hope of hear- 
ing her beloved friend has regained a 
compoſure which well reſiſts the con- 
ſequences of a firſt meeting between 
you. —Miliftina intends coming pre 
pared to remain ſome days with you, and: 
I: am to have. the happineſs of attending. 
her this day, if you will promiſe me 
you ſhall. not be the worſe for es inter- 
view.“ | 


„O. Mr. Berrel! what ſhall J ſay ?— 
I feel your goodnefs too ſenſibly : this 
will be the ſecond time you have pre- 
fented to me ſo precious a conſolation ; 
the preſence of ſuch a friend as our dear 
Miliſtina will indeed be a reftorative 
to my heart.— Vour friendly viſit, and: 
the expected happineſs of ſeeing your 
loved * has almoſt baniſhed my re- 
maining 
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maining anxiety ; what you have ſaid has 
tended to diſpel my fears, and encourage 
a well-founded hope that the beſt of 
men and brothers may be reared to 
. | 


Mr. Berrel left Mrs. Sheffield moſt 
reluctantly —impatient to inſure to her 

the pleaſure of ſeeing his ſiſter, and 
having the ſatisfaction of obſerving the 
returning animation in her expreſſive 
countenance, he left her, promiſing to 
condua Miliſtina to Oak Cover that 
evening. The two friends mutually anti- 
cipating with delight the moment of 
their meeting, both unable to reſtrain 
the expreſſion of the emotions it pro- 
duced, never were they ſo truly dear 
to each other, as fince the ſame intereſts 
had attached their hearts. Mr. Berrel 
was another evening gratified in the 
dangerous luxury of beholding beauty, 
wich the added charms of attendant vir- 
twes, ſo ſtrikingly exemplified in Mrs. 


Sheffield: 
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Sheffield: in her preſence he felt him- 
ſelf the happieſt of men, but when long 
deprived of the ſight of her, the moſt ö 
miſerable in exiſtence; excluded as he 
was even from the ſoul- ſupporting com- 
fort of hope, his mental ſufferings were 
incurable time only could meliorate, 

not ſubdue them; his caſe admitted of 
no cure. Mr. Berrel took leave f 
Mrs. Sheffield and his ſiſter, return- 
ing to Frent Hall with che ſatisfac- 
tory and velcome information to Sir 
George and Lady Berrel of his leav- 
ing them reſtored to a comparative de- 

| gree of a | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX, 


MR. Sheffield was continually engaged 
by dinner parties, and ſeldom inter- 
rupted the preſent tète-à-tète at Oak 
Cover—a circumſtance they could not 
regret.— Mr. Sheffield belonged to a 
weekly dinner- club, at Blantford, nine 
miles from his own. houſe, which he re- 
gularly attended; it was compoſed of all 
his brother ſportſmen, hard drinkers, 
who ſeldom ſeparated ſober. Mrs. 
Sheffield always dreading his return af- 
ter theſe parties, the ill effects of Which, 
ſhe marked with concern, rapidly in- 
ereaſed on her huſband: ſhe had often 
intreated Mr. Sheffield to make uſe of 
his carriage on the evenings of his re- 
turn from this club, without his attend- 

| ing- 
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ing to her, All the anſwer ſhe received 
was“ What the devil do IJ want with 
the coach -I had enough of that in our 
damn'd journey to Briſtol :''—to which 
this undeſerving huſband owed the reſto- 

ration of the lovelieſt of women. | 


The day after Miliſtina came to her 
friend was the accuſtomed club-day at 
Blantford, whither Mr. Sheffield went 
as uſual, leaving his wife and Miliſtina 
in the truly intereſting ſociety they 
could enſure to each other: their con- 
tinued ſubject of converſation was of Mr. 
Churchilt.— How inſenfibly time ſteals 
on when its lapſe is only marked by re- 
gretting it: they had dined late, taken 
their evening walk, and returned to the 
enjoyment of their tea, and Mrs. Shef- 
field had prevailed on Miliſtina to ſet 
down to the harpſichord, to gratify a 
ſort of melancholy pleaſure in attending 
to ſounds that recal loved recollections 
of abſent objects or departed pleaſures. 
The 
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The feelings that particular notes of muſic 
produce on the heart as well as ear, are 
pot to be deſcribed; they conveyed 
* ſenſations, which touched the ſen- 
ſibility of Miliſtina: ſhe played all Mr. 
Churchill's favourite airs and martial 
ſongs, and concluded with the march of 
his regiment: they had attuned their 
minds to the ſentiments of the tendereſt 
affection for him, who occupied their 
preſent thoughts, —They waited ſupper 
for Mr. Sheffield, who they now . ex- 
peed every moment, and at eleven 
'o'clock Mrs. Sheffield expreſſed her 
wiſh that Mr. Sheffield would remain at 
Blantford all night, apprehending his 
returning on horſeback as always at- 
tended with ſame degree of danger after 
a dinner party, —Miliſtina obſerved the 
moon was up, but ſhone but faintly, 
which ſhe ſaid might induce him to 
tay ; aſking her friend“ If he was in 
the habit of ſending home his groom on 
thoſe occaſions?ꝰ —to which ſhe replied, 

44 He 
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« He never thinks of it, or ever com- 
municates his intentions to me of going 
out, or when it is likely I ſhould ſee 
him return.” —A horſe trotting acroſs 
the paved ſtable-yard convinced them 
Mr. Sheffield was arrived, and they both 
ſaid I did not hear the bell of the out- 
ward gates.—A ſervant came into the 
room, and coming up to Miliſtina, ſaid — 
« There is one would be glad to ſpeak to 
you, Madam.“ Before ſhe; could riſe 
from her chair, Mrs. Sheffield haſtily 
aſked the ſervant if his maſter, was come 
home; to which he made no reply, and 
quitted the room before Miliſtina, who 
in breathleſs agitation followed him, not 
hearing the alarm her friend expreſſed at 
the occaſion of her abrupt ſummons at 
ſo late an hour, remaining herſelf in the 
room, from not having power to follow 
her.—When Miliſtina reached the hall, 
ſhe was met by Mrs. Sheffield's own 
woman, who ſaid—“ I have been under 
the e of alarming you, Madam 
your 
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your friends are all well; but I have ſuch 
dreadful intelligence to communicate 

to my poor miſtreſs “ —* For God's 
ſake, tell me Mr. Churchill then is—" 
She could no longer ſupport herſelf, 
but threw herſelf into a chair, when 
the ſound of—“ It is not Mr. Chur- 
chill,“ reached her ear, and enabled her 
ſo far to recover herſelf, as to defire 
Titchborn would. not delay telling her 
the worſt ſhe had to communicate. 


«© Why, Madam, the groom is re- 
turned vith the dreadful account that 
my maſter is no more. I beg pardon 
for the diſtreſs I have occaſioned you, 
Madam ; but I am ſure I could not have 
told it my miſtreſs, and I thought you, 
Madam, the beſt perſon to break it to 
my poor miſtreſs, ee how the, re- 
gards you.” 


Miliſtina was comparatively. relieved 
by knowing it was not Mr., Churchill, 
| and 
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and became more collected, 2 
her preſent thoughts to decide the pro- 
per manner of ſoftening this melan- 
choly ſhock to her friend, for which 
it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould inform her- 
ſelf of ſome of the ſad particulars of 
the accident which had fo immediately 
deprived Mr. Sheffield of life.— Tell 
me, Titchborn, in as few words as you 
can, the cauſe of Mr, Sneffield's ſhock- 


ing death.. 


« Why, n bis groom is re- 
turned half wild, and what I can col- 
lea from his information is, that his 
maſter had drank more than uſual, and 
was ſo much diſguiſed in liquor, that it 
was doubtful to him at firſt if he could 
have ſat his horſe, which induced him 
to propoſe to his maſter to ſtay all night 
at Blantford, as the night was cloudy; 
which his maſter was very angry with 
him for, called him a fool, and ſard the 

on — as bright as day.— He de- 


termined 
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termined to ride as near him as he 
could, leſt any accident ſhould ariſe. 


Juſt as they came to the Buſh and Har- 


row public- houſe, his maſter would 
turn off the high road, and take the 
ſummer bridle cut to Oak Cover, not- 
withſtanding his aſſuring him there were 
ugly ruts, and that he would go the 
road-way ſooneſt. His maſter did not 


attend to him, but put his horſe in a 
canter, and was ſeveral times near fall. 


ing off from loſing his balance. The 
moon was obſcured behind a cloud, juſt 
as they came into a darkiſh lane, where 
there was a narrow boarded foot bridge, 


which before he could ſtop his maſter, 


though cloſe. behind him, he drove his 
horſe upon, and immediately checked 
him, and one of his hind legs ſlipped off 
the narrow board, and the horſe came 
down vith ſuch force, that he daſhed 


his maſter with his head full againſt an 


upright old poſt that ſtood out againſt 
the plank of the bridge, and his maſter 
Vor. II. H never 


F 
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never ſpoke a word, but died on the 
ſpot. His horſe ſoon cleared himſelf, 
and got, away, and he with difficulty 
raiſed his maſter from a ditch over- 
grown with brambles, and found him 
perfectly dead. There was a labourer's 
houſe juſt by the place the accident hap- 
pened on, where, with the help of the 
countryman, who the groom. called to 
his aſſiſtance, he carried his maſter with- 
out the leaſt appearance of life : he then 
rode to the neareſt village, and pro- 
cured the immediate help of a ſurgeon, 
who, the moment he came, ſaid his maſ- 
ter's ſkull was fractured, and that it was 
fortunate for him it had ſo immediately 
killed him, as it was quite impoſlible he 
could have ſurvived it long.“ 


Miliſtina had heard too much, having 
painfully attended to Titchbourn's ac- 
count, from anxiety to be aſſured of all 
that could in the moment have been 
done for Mr, Sheffield, or that the 

A bleſt 
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ableſt advice could have ſuggeſted, 


would have been ineffectual. Miliſting 
deſired Titchbourn to be within imme- 


diate call, and exerting all the fortitude 


ſhe could command, to oppoſe to the 
ſevere trial ſne was deſtined to ſupport, 
of inflicting horror in the breaſt of her 
friend, from the immediate neceſſity of 
informing her of the ſudden and melan- 
cholly end of her huſband, which ad- 
mitted of little palliation in the com- 
munigation of it. F 
Th i 53 but; 

Wenn Sheffield had Rar in a a ſtate 
of fearful ſuſpenſe, which dreaded the 
information ſhe had not power to aſk.— 
On Miliſtina's return to her, ſhe burſt 
into tears, and ſaid-“ What are the 
dreadful tidings I am to hear, - tell me, 
conjure; you, as nothing, can exceed 
the, fearful horror of ſuſpenſe -I am 

prepared for "EY thing that is, moſt 
; Ann Tre! 145 a ei 
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« Your courage, my ſweet friend, 
has difarmed- my caution by your anti- 
cipation: the worſt you can hear —your 
brother is, I truſt, quite well I can 


promiſe you, I have heard- U 2hed 

the þ vegan tY BETH | 
Mr. Shefcla, nh bowänd tben is 
no more! and ſhe immediately faint- 
ed, and continued in ſucceeding faint- 
ing fits till the morning, during which 
ume Miliſtina ſupported her, though 
very unequal to the talk true friendſhip 
had aſſigned her, from the increaſed 
agitation of her mind, by fearful appre- 
henfion at the alarming ſtate Mrs. Shef- 
field remained in. She diſpatched one ſer- 
vant for Dr. Melbourn, deſiring his im- 
mediate attendance; and another ſhe ſent 
to Trent Hall, Tequeſting Sir George 
and Lady Berrel to come over as ſoon as 
they could, aſſigning the reaſon for her 
haſty ſummons in charaQers hardly legi- 
* arrival of Dr. Melbourn was 
25 a great 
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a great comfort to the ſuffering heart of 
the amiable Miliſtina; he quieted her 
fears by aſſuring her the ſymptoms pro- 
duced by the unexpetted ſhock ſhe had 
ſuſtained were not uncommon in deli- 
cate habits, and would, with proper 
treatment, ſubſide. Nature, would by 
an exerted offer praduce tears, which: 
would relieve her, andi he hoped opiate 
would inſure her reſt the next night. — 
Permit me, Madam, to recommend your 
taking ſome care of yourſelf, or your 
own health may materially ſuffer from 
ſo long a continuance of forced EX=. 
ertion.“ bi; | 


| W Seikel raiſed her eyes, and 
in a faint tone ſupplicated Miliſtina to 
tell her the fatal circumſtance and cauſe 
of her preſent ſincerely-lamented loſs. 
This Dr. Melbourn ſtrongly oppoſed, add - 
ing, © Prevail on your charming friend 
to retire to her apartment to take ſome 
be repoſe, and I will myſelf com. 

H 3 -  municate 


— 
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municate as much as is proper for you 
to know of an event which could not 
be'' concealed from your :knowledge, 
the fatal conſequence of —__ 8 
have already and ” 


Militina, urged by her friend, very 
reluctantly conſigning her to the care 
of Dr. Melbourn, - who promiſed to re- 
main with Mrs. Sheffield till her re- 


turn, retired to ber room, not with 


the idea of ſeeking repoſe, but to in- 
dulge the tears ſhe had fo long pain- 
fully repreſſed. She knew her father 
and brother would give the proper 
orders ſhe was incapable of directing 
as to the neceſſary ſteps to be inme- 
diately taken. 1. 


Sir George and Lady Berrel loſt not, 
a moment in affording their daughter 


the ſupport ſhe ſo much required; they 


ſet out immediately on receipt of her 
note, attended by their ſon, for Oak 
- Cover; 
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Cover; Mr. Berrel, wretched for the 
conſequences that might ariſe to Mrs. 
Sheffield from a ſecond ſhock, ſo ſevere 
to a delicate frame, having himſelf wit- 
neſſed the effects the firſt had produced. 
On their arrival they obſerved, in the 
countenance of Miliſtina, how viſibly 
ſhe had ſuffered from it: ſhe was pale 
and languid—ſo unwell, that ſhe yielded 
to the preſling ſolicitations of her mo- 
ther to go to bed: the good Sir George 
and Mr. Berrel taking on themſelves to 
conduct the laſt melancholy offices ne- 
ceſſary to be performed, and ſend for 
his relatives, whoſe immediate preſence. 
was required. 


Dr. Melbourn gave them a better ac- 
count of Mrs. Sheffield: — that though 
her grief was more apparent, it would 
ſooner ſubſide than a fixed melancholy 
could be diſſipated; that, from his per- 
fett knowledge of Mr. Sheffield, he 
could not conſider her loſs as a heavy. 


H 4 or. 


— . 


8 to her health were kept off. 
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or laſting misfortune, but that it would 
continue to affect her ſenſibility for a 
long time from the remembrance of his 


tudden and untimely death; and Sir 
George conſulted Dr. Melbourn on the 


propriety of Mrs. Sheffield's moving to 
Trent Hall as ſoon as ſhe was equal to 


Undertake it; to which Dr. Melbourn 


0 » = - 


= At preſent it might be at- 
tended with riſk to her health, and that 
in future it muſt. depend on her on 
inelination.“ 


1 Berrel remained at Oak Co- 
ver — Sir George and his ſon returning 
every night to ſleep at Trent Hall, paſ- 


ſing a part of each day at Oak Cover. 


Mrs. Sheffield ſaw only Miliftina, to 
whom ſhe owed all the conſolation her 
preſent ſtate admitted of ; ſhe became 
more compoſed, and, by the judicious 
ſkill and attention of Dr. Melbourn, the 
alarming conſequences to be — 7 285 


Mig 
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Mlliſtina ſuffered from | this melan- 


choly cataſtrophe, as it affected her dear 
friend. When Mrs. Sheffield was ſuf- 
ficiently compoſed to enſure her atten- 


tion to Miliſtina's requeſt, ſne propoſed 
to her to remove to Trent Hall; where 
ſhe would in every reſpett be at home, and 


ſee only herſelf. Mrs. Sheffield thanked 
her kind friend, but declined her offer, 
ſaying nothing could at preſent induce 


her to leave. Oak Cover, and, in ex- 


treme delicacy to Miliſtina's feelings, 


would not aſſign the reaſon her nice 


ſenſe of propriety: ſuggeſted that it would, 


be improper to leave the houſe for ſome 


time to come: ſhe derived great ſatiſ-— 


faction from knowing Miliſtina had the: 
comfort of having her amiable mother: 
with her, which ſenſibly added to what: 
ſhe already felt for the affectionate at- 
teritions of tius, woſt ene n 


=” 


124 Mu Sheffield ad Miliſtina were 


PR age in the dreſſing- ro 
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after breakfaſt, Miliſtina's attention was 
ſuddenly arreſted by obſerving a chaiſe 
and: four poſt-horſes driving furioully | 
down the road to the houſe; ſhe con- 
cluded it was ſome of the gentlemen 
who were hourly e to arrive on 


ene, 


: Miliftina was apprehenſive of flurry- 
ing her friend's ſpirits, by obſerving 
what ſhe ſaw, but roſs and went to the 
window, by which time the chaiſe ſtop- 
ped at the door, and in an inſtant it was 
opened by the perſon in it, and Miliſtina 
involuntarily exclaimed “ My God! 
it is him!“ —and in a minute Colonel 
Churchill was in the room. Never had 
Miliſtina experienced ſuch a moment: 
the effects it produced were not to be 
concealed from his obſervation ; he was 
in a tranſport of delight, embraced his 
ſiſter, and knelt at Miliſtina's feet, preſ- 
ſing her hand to his lips. Mrs. Shef- 
field mag: regained ſtrength enough to 

2 > k ſupport 
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ſupport this bleſſed contraſt of extreme 
Joy, ſo exquiſite, that ſhe doubted if ſhe: 
was awake; ſhe preſſed her loved bro-- 
ther and protector to her heart as a 
loſt treaſure reſtored to her. Colonel 
Churchill never felt Miliſtina ſo truly 
dear to his heart to find her adminiſter. 
ing conſolation to his ſiſter, and more 
than ſupplying. all ſhe had loſt in his 
abſence, had produced the moſt grateful ' 
ſenſations his heart was capable of re- 
ceiving. He had heard of Mr. Sheffield's 
untimely death immediately en his ar- 
rival in town, and flew on the wings of 
love and fraternal affection to Oak 

Cover: though he had never conſidered. 

Mr. Sheffield in the light of a brother, he 

was very much ſhocked at his end, and 

wiſhed to bury in oblivion his faults and 

neglect of the lovelieſt of women, ho 
from this time he ſhould conſider as a 

precious charge entruſted to his care. 
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It was a circumſtance of extreme 
| pleaſure to Colonel Churchill to have. 
bis beloved Miliſtina under the ſame 
roof with him, as it enſured frequent 
occafions of converſing with her on the 


future bright proſpe&s which awaited 


him. Niliſtina was very impatient to 
preſent Colonel Churchill to her fa- 
mily, who received him as their ſon- in- 
law ele&; they were equally pleaſed 
with each other, and highly commended 
the judicious choice their daughter had 
made: from Mr: Berrel he was enſured 
a double claim of regard—the brother 
of his fondeſt affections, and deſtined: 
huſband of his ſiſter: how happy would 
he have been to have attached the ſame 
affinity of regard to the dear intereſts 
which enſured it. Happineſs was re- 
ſtored to the gentle heart of the lovely 
| Miliſtina, and an undiſguiſed expreſſion - 
of attachment for Mr. Churchill was 
very apparent, Mr. Sheffield had died 

298 without 
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without making any will. Oak Cover 
had been ſettled on Mrs. Sheffield as a 
part of her jointure, which excluded 
her from a claim to the third of his 
fortune, confequently his ee de- 
volved to * heir at law. 


Colonel Churchill men his ſiſter 
and Miliſtina of the unexpected acqui- 
ſition of fortune he had received, in 
conſequence of a large debt to his late 
father being unexpeRedly paid in to 
him by the honourable furvivor of the 
perſon who contracted it. 


Mrs. Sheffield now, in preſence of 
_ Miliflina, produced the will ſhe had re- 
ceived from her brother, intending to 
inſiſt on his revoking any intention 
towards her that might in future be pre- 
judicial to his dear connexion, already 
confidering her brother as a married 
man. Mrs. Sheffield read the will, writ- - 
ten in Colonel Churchill's own hand in 

a few 
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a few words, leaving the whole of his in- 
creaſed fortune between his ſiſter and 
Miliſtina, without any impoſed reſtric- 
tions to enſure it to the latter, but at her 
abſolute diſpoſal: this noble proof of 
attachment, ſo independent of all ſelfiſh 
regard, enſured in the huſband the 
trueſt and tendereſt friend: the grateful 
ſentiments it; inſpired in Miliſtina's: 
heart overcame her,, and ſhe burſt into- 
tears; in which moment Colonel Chur- 
chill ſurpriſed her, who, in an agony, 
enquired the cauſe, which ſhe was un 
equal to give bim. | 


Mrs. Sheffield ſaid—* O! my. bro-- 
ther! your generous ſoul deſerves the 
bleſſing that awaits you; you have your- 
ſelf been the means of progucing moth 
precious tears.” 

| „ . 
Mililins was 5 to * 
ſilently preſſed her hand to his lips the 


ſecond time only he had preſumed to 


take 
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take this liberty. Every moment en- 
deared Miliſtina to his fondeſt affections; 
he knew the cauſe vhich had produced 
the effuſions, of grateful; fenfibility in 
the heart of his Miliſtina. Lady Berrel 
had already exceeded the time ſhe pro- 
poſed remaining at Oak Cover, and as 
Mrs. Sheffield had now a brother to 
protect and adviſe her, Miliſtina deter- 
mined to return with her mother, which 
ſhe thought more ſtrialy proper than 
remaining after Lady Berrel's return. 
In delicacy to Mrs. Sheffield's preſent 
ſituation, Mr. Churchill did not imme- 
diately claim the privilege Sir George 
and Lady Berrel's letter had given him 
of propoſing to their fair daughter. — 
When Mr. Sheffield's affairs were ar- 
ranged, and his ſiſter's ſpirits regaining 
their compoſure, he became very im- 
patient to enſure his own happineſs. +) |, 

On Lady-Berrel and her daughter's 
return to Trent Hall they found Mr. 
_ Ruſſel with Sir George and Mr. Berrel: 

ſl He 
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He was come with, an intention of 
paſſing ſome time with them, and pro- 
miſed to be a moſt agreeable acquiſition 
to their ſociety. Sir George had al- 
ready introduced him to all his neigh- 
boure, and had taken him to Larlingford 
Caſtle, and preſented him to his friend 
Mr. Errold, and Lady Severn, who had 
e dene to the BIS 2 


er; Berrel was Wiles plested with 
the unafteted manners of Lady Severn, 
who was now. ſo near. her:confinement; 
that he ſaw her to great diſadvantage in 
point of beauty, but he thought Nen in- 
ee and, plealing. g | 

Miliflina n a viſible 3 
in her brother's countenance the heavy 
gloom of melancholy which had ſo long 
depreſſed his countenance: was removed; 
hope had opened to him a proſpett of 
happier days: his ſiſter took an early 


: 3 of commending his conduct 


HY”: | on 
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on the late occaſion, which ſhe had 
highly approved. I am not a ſtranger, 
my Henry, to what is paſſing in your 
heart; your intereſt and happineſs are as 
dear to me as my own, and merit, ſuch 
as yours, I truſt will meet with its re- 
ward.” . | f 


Mr. Berrel liſtened to his ſiſter with 
moſt "pleaſing attention, and ſaid—* I 
am ſure, at a proper ſeaſon, I ſhall 
have a varm advocate in my Miliſtina: 
flatter me only with a hope that a period 
may arrive when I may aſpire to the 
ſummit of my earthly wiſhes. ? 


Lady Farnborough became very im- 
patient for the happy termination of the 
expected event, and prepared for her 
departure to town, where ſhe went with 
Mrs. Himerton to make the neceſſary 
preparations for Lady Severn's confine- 
ment, leaving her to be condudled to 
town by Mr. Errold. 14 

2 — + Shortly 


162 MILISTINA. 


Shortly after her arrival in Cavendiſh 
Square, Lady Farnborough's anxiety 
was relieved by Lady Severn's preſent- 
ing her with a fine boy, to the great joy 
of her mother-in-law and Mrs. Himer- 
ton, who immediately exclaimed—* His 
Lordſhip is as fine a babby, my * 


as ever was born.“ 


ee gentle ſpi- 

rits expreſſed her joy on the occaſion in 
a flood of tears. Lady Severn was won- 
derfully well, and the little Earl a very 
healthy promiſing child, with every pro- 
ſpe& of his continuing fo, from having ſo; 
good anurſe—Lady Severn undertaking 
to perform the duty nature enjoins to. 
full of nurſing her own child. 


Lady Severn recovered ſo rapidly, 
that, at the end of fix weeks, ſhe urged 
Lady Farnborough to return to the 
Caſtle, whither ſhe was very impatient 
/ to carry her new plaything. 

Lady 
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Lady F arnborough traced, in the in- 


fant face of, the little Earl of Farn- - 


borough, a ſtrong reſemblance to Lord 
Severn in his infant years, when he was 
ſo precioufly dear to her heart. The 
good - grandmother, promiſed herſelf 
years of ſucceeding delight would ariſe 
to.her from this new ſource of pleaſure; 
even the ſhort time Lady Severn: had 


paſſed with her father at the Caſtle had 


improved her mind, and given her a 
turn for the enjoyment of rational pur- 
ſuits, N before ſhe had no idea of. 
i N 
| Mr. Errotd ande at hag child: with 
pleaſure, and partook of the general 
Joy his birth had ee. g ki 
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When the family left ined, Mrs. Hi- 


merton went to her houſe, at-Hlingtan, 


intending to remain there for ſome time 
to diſplay her on conſequence on the 


great events that had, ariſen in her fa- 


mily ſince her departure, and anxiouſly 
anticipated 
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antieipated the pleaſure her friends at 


Iſlington would receive from her com- 


munications. The life Mrs. Himerton 
had led at the Caſtle accorded very ill 


with her taſte for enjoyments; the re- 


flected honour that reſulted to her from 
the connexion. and magnificent ſtyle of 
living at the Caſtle was ihe only gra- 
tification her mind was formed to de- 


rive from it, and her couſin was become 


a leſs een companion to her, from 
the rapid improvement ſhe had made; 
and information [ſhe had received, ſo 
far exceeding the capacity of Mrs. 2 
merton's tene 


"Ly Farkberdugh and her Alger. 
in-law, attended by Mr. Errold, ſet out 
with their delightful acquiſition! for the 
Caſtle, travelling by gentle journies, 
and were met by all the tenantry and 
penſioners on Lady ' Farnborough's 
bounty, five miles from the Caſtle, all 
drefſed on the oceaſion, with a fine band 

of 
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ok muſic they had engaged from Blant- 
ford for the purpoſe: they formed a 
fort of proceſſion on each ſide the 
coach, and the children of the different 
ſchools in the environs of the Caſtle, 
ſupported by the good Counteſs, walked 
in pairs in their Sunday clothes. 


This genuine proof of attachment was 
highly gratifying to the feelings of Lady 
Farnborough, whoſe gracious expreſſion 
of pleaſure was very apparent; ſhe held 
the infant Earl to the window of the 
coach, deſiring not to proceed before 
her kind conductors, Mr. Errold and 
his daughter, partook of the pleaſure 
this unexpected ſcene produced. They 
all proceeded together to the Caſtle, the 
band playing great part of the way, and 
the bells ringing in the villages they 
went through. No ſuch mark of dif- 
tinguiſhed: regard had been produced 
on the birth of the late Viſeourit Severn; 

þ 51 «2 51.98 D374 it 
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it was to the amiable Lady Farnborough 
they were ſo reſpe&tfully. attached, and 
had, during the life of the late haughty 
Ear], taken every occaſion that pre- 
ſented itſelf to aſſure her Ladyſhip. of 
the high eſtimation and reverence her. 
virtues had inſpired in hem 


Abe number of their ruſtic attendants 
had conſiderably increaſed, and they 
_ were. proceeded to the Caſtle, by three 
hundred people, who, on the parties 


: alighting from the h. e in ow 
 bazzas ;..-;-57 


4 Haying 1 eb their 
charge in the houſe, che ladies and Mr. 
Errold returnꝑd to teſtiſy. their gratitude: 
to the good people, andi remained! out 
with them ſome time; Lady Farnbo- 
rough conveying to them, through her 
ſteward, the regret, ſhe felt tllat it was 
not. in ber power to enteftain theni as 
ſhe wiſhed at lo ſhort a notice, with a 


general 
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venere! invitation to them to come to 
the Caſtle on that day week, when they 
ſhould find every thing ready for their 
reception that could conduce to their 
refreſhment. —They all repeated their 
huzzas in chorus, and departed in the 
ſame order they came in. 

Lady Severn was delighted with the 
novelty of the ſcene, and was, at this 


period, one of the uric of "Wu 
"A. 


1 The hos which was to be extended 
to a general invitation. of all the neigh- 
bourhood, and which Lady Farnbo- 
rough,! aſſiſted by Lady Severn, was, to 
condudt the arrangement of, was to take 
place the enſuing ſummer: the whole of 
it was to be the united exertion of taſte 
and expence, which (on the great oc- 
caſion of ſolemnizing the birth of th 

future poſſeſſor of this immenſe proper) 
was not to be ſpared. . 
TOA "Lad 


7 
| 
| 
j 
, 
: 
* 
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I ady Severn was ſo happily occupied 
and engroſſed by attention to her child, 
that ſhe wiſhed for no other amuſement; 
and their preſent neceſſary ſecluſion 
from the world determined the widow's 
ET The all the winter at the Caſtle. 


Lady Farnborough doated on the 
infant, and was never happy when it 
was out of her ſight, and contemplated 
its growing beauties with delight. The 
family at Larlingford cultivated their 
acquaintance with Sir George and Lady 2 
Berrel—they were' charmed with Mi- 


liſtina; and the exalted charadter they 


had received of her from Mr. Errold 
made ' them very anxious to form a 
friendſhip with her (the moſt deſirable 
one Lady Severn could attach), as the 
Tociety of ſuch a woman would be a 


| Tource from which ſhe might derive real 


pleaſure and advantage.—Mr. | Errold 
"aſſed a great deal of his time with. his 
ANY Sir Gooey and had frequent 


oppor- 


MILISTIN As TE 16g 
opportunities of ſeeing Mr. Ruſſel, who 


he was much pleaſed with, and ſpoke + 


of him at the Caſtle in en terms olf 
n FE 


+ Mr. P Ruſſel with ven much 0 
with: the ſudden change in Lady Se- 
vern's appearance ſince her confine- 


ment, and admired her as a beauty;— . 
he was himſelf. a remarkable handſome. 


young man, and Lady Severn thought 


him very agreeable : he had very early 
won her favour by taking notice of her 


child, and aſſuring her it was by far 
— PA infant he had ever ſeen. 


„ e 3 1 * ** of Mr. 


Sheffield, Colonel Churchill prevailed. 


on his fiſter to ſee the family at Trent 
Hall. Mr. Betrel had been conſtant 
in his enquiries after her, and felt the 
_ three: months which had elapſed ſince 


he had ſeen her the . period af. 4 


his life. | ; 
vor. I. 8 RBB It 


| 
p 
[| 
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It was now become neceſſary | that 
Mrs. Sheffield ſhould conſiderably re- 
trench her -eſtabliſhment : ſhe deter- 
mined to continue at Oak Cover, as ſne 


was attached to the place, with the 


added inducement” of being To near 
Trent Hall, where ſhe in future pro- 
miſed herſelf the pleafure of being very 
frequently, as the ſociety ut all others 


| moſt congenial to her heart: e Sf 


5 


Sol after Mrs. Sheffield wad changed 
her firſt mourning, her brother - urged 
her conveying his anxious wiſhes to 
Miliſtina of permitting bim to make 


immediate propoſal to her parents, and 


expediting the neceſſary preparation for 
their intended union, having already 
received the bleſſed aſſurance from Nr 


on wiped that ſhe en be m his. 


Milifine 11 it a proper time to 
accede to his viſhes, and took an 
opportunity of ſaying to Colonel Chur- 
een 
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chill“ From this period of- my life I 
ſhall conſider myſelf at your diſpoſal.— 
She bluſhingty conſented to hear all he | 
_ to PI to ner. — 5 


« Allow me then, lovelieſt of women! 
with the full permiſſion of your parents, 
to fix next month for the completion of 
all my wiſhes; by that time the pre- 
paratory arrangement will be ſettled to 
my perfect ſatisfaction, and I ſhall have 
the ſupreme * happineſs of calling the 
enchanting Miliſtina mine for ever.“ 


Miliſtina gave a filent aſſent to his 
propoſition, and the entrance of Mrs. 
Sheffield excuſed a farther attention on 
her, part. Colonel Churchill aſſured 


his ſiſter he was the happieſt of men, 


and informed her of che permiſſion he 
had juſt gained from her fair friend, to 
complete his felicity at a deſtined pe · 


riod. f 7 1 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Sheffield, with tears of affec- 
tion, embraced Miliſtina and her bro- 
ther, and ſaid— May your united 
virtues enſure your happineſs, and long 


continue an example of diſintereſted and 
true affectionnn . 


Sir George and Lady Berrel received 


Colonel Churchill's propoſals with in- 
finite pleaſure, ſaying “ We ſhall pre- 


ſent to you, in our Miliſtina, Virtue's 
perfection! cheriſh it as the firſt bleſ- 
ſing in the character of a wife: to your 
care we entruſt the richeſt gem Heaven 
can beſtow on mortal—happy in the aſ- 
ſurance that you are deſerving of it. 
There ſhall be no delay on our parts to 
reti d your happineſs ;—we give our 
daughter ten thouſand pounds; which 
Colonel Churchill ſaid— * Will be ever 
at her own diſpoſal.” 


The neceſſary ſteps were immediately 
taken to facilitate the preparations for 
2 the 
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che intended marriage of Colonel Chur- 
chill and Miliſtina, which was to be as: 
tv as 9 ̃ 


Mr. Berrel had FLY 8 gra- 
tified by ſeeing Mrs. Sheffield in the 
character of a beautiful widow : the re- 
cent death of her huſband had impreſſed 
a degree of plaintive expreſſion in her 
countenance, which became the gloomy 
garb ſhe wore, and unitedly excited a 
molt intereſting concern. Mr. Berrel 

beheld her with as he ä | 
and ORE. 


Mrs. eee hart had never a 
perienced a ſentiment, or ſuggeſted a 
thought, of Mr. Berrel, but ſuch as pu- 
rity itſelf might have authoriſed and 
approved : ſhe had always reteived his 


|  well-bred polite attentions as a pleaſing 


proof of the reſpect he felt for her, and 
ſhe felt unconſcious of having excited 
I 3 more 


His father ſaid of the conſtant theme 
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more than a friendly intereſt in his re- 
gard. The connexion which was ſhortly 
to be formed between the two families 


neceſſarily produced frequent oppor- 


tunities of Mr. Berrel's ſeeing Mrs. 


Sheffield: her unreſerved eaſy manners 


with thoſe ſhe conſidered as her true 


friends inſenfibly attached them. The 
good Sir George Berrel told his wife, 
in preſence of his ſon, that he thought 


Mrs. Sheffield approached nearer to his 
early remembrance of what ſhe was, 


than any woman he had ever known; 
and, his Miliſtina excepted, ſne was at 


preſent the lovelieſt woman he had 
ſince that period ſeen: that, in his opi- 


nion, it was wonderful there could be 
a man ſo formed as to be inſenfible to 
the happineſs he poſſeſſed in eu a 
wife as Mrs. Shetheld. 


k 


Mr. Berrel heard with delight all 


of 
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of his thoughts, but dared not truſt 
himſelf in joining in her praiſes, leſt 
he ſhould betray the ſecret of his heart, 
which it was neceſſary to guard in his 
own breaſt for fome time longer. 
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TE promiſed period was rapidly ad- 


vancing which was to unite the de- 


ſerving Colonel Churchill to the amiable 
Miſs Berrel : the few intervening days 


Miliſtina devoted to her family, as they 
were to ſet out immediately on their 
marriage to Elmore Lodge, in Dor- 
fetſhire, where Colonel Churchill had a 
ſmall eſtate, with a houſe on it capable 
of great improvement—a deſirable pur- 
chaſe he had made on his return 
from the Weſt-Indies—only forty miles 


diſtance from Trent Hall, was the in- 


ducement to their ſettling there : from 
Miliſtina it was to receive all its embe]- 
Jiſhments. Colonel Churchill felt that 


o 9ꝓ441 1 "> he 
* » ty 
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he had enſured a paradiſe. in all \nuas 
tions in the ſociety of his loved Mi- 


liſtina: her ee a n ia 
he beheld. | 22 


i i 
: The morning 1 when the 
bluſhing : Miliſtina, attired in elegant 
ſimplicity, repaired to her mother's 
apartment, to aſk her early bleſſing on 
this important occaſion.— Lady Berrel 
impreſſed the tender kiſſes of affęction 
on her glowing cheeks—* May your 
happineſs, my Miliſtina, be as ſincere 
and laſting as mine has been.“ They were 
joined by the good Sir George, who ob- 
ſerved how much Miliſtina was ſoſtened 
by ber mother's affeftion, and gently 
preſſing her to his heart, he bleſſed her, 
and ſaid—“ May my child be as happy 
as ſhe deſerves; and, as youth and beauty 
declines, may the quiet light of friendly 
attachment diffuſe its peaceful ſhade on 
the evening of life, as it has on 
your parents. Remember, from the 
| is preſent 
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preſent moment, you will date the fu- 
ture retroſpect you are to retrace— 
thoſe only can be truly happy, who can 
recal their paſt conduct, and approve 
it.— This bleſling is at preſent yours, 
my Milifſtina, and will, I think, continue 
ſo.” —Sir George now led her into the 
breakfaſt-room, . and preſented her to 
Colonel Churchill. —He moſt reſpect- 
fully kiſſed the hand of Miliſtina, which 
Sir George preſented to him, and ob- 
ſerving the timid bluſh on her cheek, 
ſaid little, —The' party ſoon aſſembled 
that were to attend them to church. As 
Mrs. Sheffield could not put aſide her 
mourning; ſhe declined going to the 
altar with her, but had promiſed to at- 
tendher to Elmore Lodge. Sir George 
and Lady Berrel, and her brother, were 
preſent at the ceremony her father 
gave her away: the marriage was per- 
formed at Laton church by the worthy 
Mr. Errold. As ſoon as the ſervice was 
over they ſet out, attended by Mrs. 
1 5 Sheffield 
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Jheffield only, for Elmore Lodge. Mi- 
liſtina was colleded, and till ſhe took 
"_ of her parents had reſtrained her 
Sir George and Lady Berrel 
ene the expreſſion of their own 
natural emotions on the occaſion, and 
returned home with the varied ſenſations 
of pain and pleaſure, ſo, mixed in 
the nnn of alk 1 cantly £nJ0ye 

| ments. | | | 
Mr. Berrel felt very much affected 
during the. ceremony the firſt of the 
kind he had ever been preſent at. He 
at times experienced the gloomy mo- 
ments of deſpair, and dreaded the de- 
ciſion on which depended the future 
happineſs of his life. He felt a ſatis- 
faction ariſing from the idea, that this day 
had produced à degree of affinity be- 
tween himſelf and Mrs. Sheffield. Mr. 
Berrel had paſſed an hour vith his ſiſter 
(che evening preceding her marriage) in 
moſt intereſting converſation, when he 
| I 6 had. 
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had ſubmitted to her judgment the pro- 
priety of his opening his heart to Mrs. 
Sheffteid on the ſubject of his deep- 
rooted attachment, which time had con- 
vinced him could end only: with bis ex- 
iſtence. During her mourning it would 


have been highly indelicate to have 
marked a decided preference; but at a 


proper ſeaſon for her extreme ſenſibility 
to receive it, he propoſed, vith the 
concurring approbation of jhis ſiſter, to 
avow an affeQion he could no longer 
conceal, and reſt his final wg of ap- 
* on her deciſion. 


| 1 # & 4 : 


Miliſtina, with ber oval ingenuous 


frankneſs, told her brother ſhe would | 


ſmooth the difficulty attending this un- 
expected declaration of attachment by 
communicating to her friend the early 


impreſſion her virtues had made on her 


brother's heart dating their origin 
from their firſt meeting at the ball at 
Larlingford — her bro- 

ther 
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dey fie would have the" warmeſt advo- 
cate in his cauſe that true affection 
could enſure, and that in proper time 
ſhe would ſummons him to confirm and 
ſtrengthen all ſhe had ſaid by his on 
full confeſſion, not doubting that the 
feeling heart of her charming friend 
would be ſoftened by the undoubted 
proof ſhe: could adduce of all her bro- 
ther's ſufferings, and would highly ap- 
prove the fortitude he had oppoſed to 
reſiſt his ſtrong and fatal nne 


The ſtrict friendſhip which ſubliſted 
between Sir George Berrel and Mr. Er- 
rold produced a continual intercourſe 
between the two families at Trent Hall 
and the Caſtle; there was a ſtrong re- 
ſemblance of character in Lady Farn- 
borough and Lady Berrel, which at an 
early period of their acquaintance in- 
ſenſibly attached them to each other. — 
Lady Berrel was frequently at the Caſtle, 
1 ws became more pleaſed with 


Lady | 
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Lady Severn, who was become a moſt 
domeſtic amiable character, and never 
appeared to ſuch advantage as when em- 
ployed in nurſing her infant ſon: her 
extreme affection for him, connected 
him with every pleaſure ſhe partook of. 
It was her great delight to drive Lady 
Farnborough out, who had the charge 
of the little Earl in her lap: the plea- 
ſure the child already expreſſed on ſee- 
ing the chaiſe, and being placed in it; 
was a never- failing ſource of amuſe- 
ment to his doating mother and Lady 
Farnborough, and they conceived the 
indulgence it produced to them as at- 
tended with no danger to their darling, 
as the chaiſe they drove was near the 
ground, and the little ponies perfectly 
quiet from their conſtant uſe—as the 
park afforded them extenſive drives in 
the ſhade, they never went out of it. 
One morning as they were driving in 
a fine beech wood, Lady Severn wholly 
ft, 3.2. engroſſed 


/ 


; 
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engrotſeud in attention to her little boy, 
a foreſt fly ſtung one of her little po- 
nies with ſuch violence, that he could 
no longer ſubmit to the reſtraint of the 
reins, but ſet out as faſt he could, com- 
pelling his companion to do the ſame.— 
All Lady Severn's exerted efforts of 
ſtrength were in vain—her fears for her 
infant ſoon impeded all farther attempts 
on her part to ſtop them: ſhe threw down 
the reins, which ſoon became intangled 
round the horſes legs, and encreaſed 
their danger. Lady F arnborough was 
on all occaſions colleted—ſhe preſſed 
the infant as cloſe in her arms as ſhe 
could, telling Lady Severn not to think 
of jumping out.—Lady Farnborough 
ſaw her danger, which every. moment 
increaſed, from the probability there 
was that the horſes' would turn into the 
wood, and might daſh the chaiſe to 


pleces.—At this critical moment heaven 


directed Mr. Ruſſel to ſave them from 


the impending danger. Lady Severn's 
| {creams 
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ſcreams had increaſed the rapid motion 
of the chaiſe by alarming the horſes, 
and they were evidently turning off the 
road, when moſt providentially Mr. 
KRuſſel was courting: the ſhade of the 
wood in his way to-the Caſtle, and hear- 
ing a continued ſcream from a part of 
the wood, rode through the obſcure 
| ſhade, and came into the road, and 
ſeeing the chaiſe, croſſed direaly upon 
it ſo judiciouſly, as to immediately ſtop 
the horſes. Lady. Severn was ſo ex- 
hauſted by. the exertion of continually 
ſcreaming, that the moment Mr. Ruſſel 
got her out of the chaiſe ſhe fell on 
the ground. Lady Farnborough could 
give her no aſſiſtance from having the 
child in her arms, who was crying moſt 
violently. Mr. Ruſſel raiſed Lady Se- 
vern, and placed her in the cooleſt 
ſhade, as the moſt likely means of re- 
ſtoring her. Having affured her the 
child was perfectly ſafe, the moſt power- 
ful cordial he could have adminiſtered, . 
he 
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5 be diſpatched his groom to the houſe to 


order the coach to take the ladies home, 
deſiring the nurſe might come in it—a 
Vonderful ſuggeſtion of attention in a 
young unmarried man l in ſhort, he did 
all that could have been done on ſuch 
an occaſion.— Lady Severn ſoon reco- 
vered herſelf ſufficiently to aſk for her 
child, the fight of which in perfect ſafety 
ated as a charm;; and ſoon reſtored 
Lady Severn, ſufficiently to pour forth 
her thanks to Mr. Ruſſel, as the pre- 
ſerver of her dearer ſelf—her darling 
infant. Lady Farnborough ſaid - To 
you, Mr. Ruſſel, we ove our preſerva- 
tion, the remembrance of which can 
end but with * life.“ | | 


The arrival of 40 coach Ws an end | 
to the effuſion of their grateful acknows 
ledgments. . Mr. Ruſſel handed them 
into the carriage, and followed them on 
horſeback to the . Caſtle. The ſervant 
that attended the Jadies chaiſe was on a 


poney, 


* 
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poney, which prevented his giving them 
the aſſiſtance they received, from the 
ready help and quickneſs in expedients 
Mr. Ruſſel had afforded them, at- 
_ tended with great riſk to his own per- 


ſonal ſafety. 


Lady- Farnborough thanked God for 
ner moſt providential deliverance, and 
aſſured Mr. Ruſſel, the little Earl ſhould 
in future know to who he moſt proba- 
bly owed the continuance of his exiſt- 
ence. e 


Mr. Ruſſel ſaid—“ I ſhall conſider 
this as one of the moſt ſatisfactory days 
of my life, and this the moſt truly ſor- 
tunate event of it, as having directed me 
to the Caſtle, whither I was coming, 
charged with the friendly enquiries of 
all the family at Trent Hall .after your 
Ladyſhip and Lady Severn. —Mr./ Rul- 
ſe] returned home, and. communicated 
the events of the morning, and the fatal 

conſequences 
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conſequenees his accidental ride to the 
Caſtle had prevented. 


The Counteſs and Lady Severn were 
ſo ſenfible of what they owed Mr. Ruſ- 
ſe}, that from this time their attentions 
were marked by a friendly regard, which 
was very apparent in their manner. Mr. 

Errold felt the value of the obligation 
as forcibly as the ladies, and from this 
time they looked upon him as one of the 
family. —Mr. Ruſſel's admiration of 
Lady Severn rapidly increaſed on a 
farther knowledge of her, and he'paſſed 
ſo much cf his time at the Caſtle, and 
made himſelf ſo agreeable, that Lady 
Severn began to find him very eſſential 
to her amuſements and pleaſure : he 
nurſed the child, played well at billiards, 
ſuperintended all their parties of plea- 
fure, managed the appointment of the 
ſtables, was very attentive to the Coun- 
teſs from inclination, and anticipated 
| the 
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the wiſhes of Lady Severn from growing 
affection. 


Lady Severn began to think the days 
heavy and uncommonly long at the 
Caſtle during the time Mr. Ruſſel paſſed 
at Trent Hall: ſhe was continually talk- 
ing of him, and thought nothing was 
well done in his abſence : ſhe never felt 


_ eaſy when any body but Mr. Ruſſel was 


drawing her child in his little garden- 


chaife, left they ſhould overſet her dar- 


ling, her tender fears for which had in- 
creaſed ſince his happy eſcape from the 
late probable accident. 


Mr. Errold, from his perfet know- 
ledge of human nature, had long ob- 
ſerved the growing attachment of his 
daughter for Mr. Ruſſel, and very highly 
approving the young man, ſincerelß 
wiſhed to enſure the future happineſs of 
his daughter, by forming an union with 
a man who had voluntarily reſigned 

the 
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the follies and vices of a world he had 
a perfect knowledge of from diſap- 
proving them; and was, from the force 
ol his own inclination, returned to Vir- 
tue's happy direction, and himſelf cor- 
rected the errors of his own heart, and 
had directed its pleaſure in the rational 
paths of true enjoyment. 


Mr. Errold communicated the reſult 
of his obſervation to Sir George Berrel, 
who received it with the expreſſion of 

the trueſt pleaſure, ſaying—* After my 
own ſon, there is no young man who ſo 
truly intereſts my friendly wiſhes as 
Mr. Ruſſel, from full conviction of his 
deſerving it. Encourage the growth of 
your daughter's partiality for Mr. Ruſ- 
ſel by marking your own approbation 
of his character: on all occaſions. that 
preſent themſelves, ſpeak of his merits, 
and leave the reſt-to the young people, 
who, I make no doubt, will ſoon declare 
their mutual attachment: but be ſure, 


my 
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my friend, never to mention the Welſh 
beauty of the valley oi Caerphilla in 
preſence of your daughter, leſt ſne 
ſhould apprehend ſome ſpark of en- 
thuſiaſtic affe&tion may ſtill remain in 
his heart for the fair Cicely, as I fear 
Lady Severn might not give him im- 
plicit credit (as we have done) of the 
complete triumph of good ſenſe and 
. diſcernment over a romantic attach- 
ment.“ ; ' 

Mr. Errold was much pleaſed with 
Sir George Berrel's caution, 


On Mr. Ruſſel's return to Trent 
Hall, Sir George ralhed him on the 
powerful attractions of the Caſtle, the 
charms of which had ſeduced him ſo 
much from home, adding with a ſmile— 
« Tt is a moſt bewitching ſcene—you 
have continued to admire its beautzes 
more than a week I think, Mr. Ruſſel, 
and I hope it will fix your admiration, 
| though 
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though the vale of Caerphilla ſo ſoon 
loſt. the firſt effects it produced upon 
your minen fight.” 


< Indeed, my friend, you are very 
hard. upon me; but, notwithſtanding, I 
will be as communicative on the pre- 
ſent occaſion as I was in the incident 
which compoſed the intereſt in the ac- 
count of my viſit to South Wales. The 
attraction which. draws me to the Caſtle 
is a very different inducement to what 

I once thought could have fixed me to 
| the valley of Caerphilla for life ;—the 
charm which (I confeſs to you) has ar- 
reſted my heart in Larlingford's peace. 
ful ſhades, the ' reſidence of untainted 
morals and unaffected purity of heart, 

is of a noble nature, as it fixes approba- 
tion, and enſures future regard. The 
immediate purpoſe. of my return home 
this morning vas to inform the firſt 
friend of my heart, and kindeſt bene- 
factor, 125 the occurrences yeſterday 
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produced at the Caſtle, with the full 
conſent of the beſt of vomen (Lady 


Farnborough), to ſolicit Lady Severn 
to enſure to me the future happineſs of 
devoting: my life and affettions in con- 
tributing to hers on every occaſion. I 


will not repeat our converſation on the 
ſubjeQ, particulars of which could only. 


be intereſting to the individuals: in 
ſhort, I pleaded pathetically, and ſhe 
liſtened to what I ſaid with an attention 


exceeding my hopes, and promiſed to 


conſult her father and Lady 'Farnbo- 


rough on the ſubjett; and this morning 


Lady Severn, in preſenee of Mr. Er- 
rold, in the *moſt-- gracious; generous 
Bauder, bas conſented to be mine. 
Judge, my c dear Sir, of the ſentiments 
of my heart on this occaſion: I have 
che vanity to think I have been for- 
tunate enough to attach the affections 
of this amiable woman, and it ſhall 'be 


the choſen. "Om" of * me; to 1 


ſerve i | 4.8 
Mr. 


a : | MIS "EY - 99. f 
Mx. Ruſſel received the hearty eon- 


_ gratulations of Sir George and family. 

on this occaſion, and returned to the, 
Caſtle one of the bertel of dunn 
We „ FF 
1 Berrel 1 a 3 hag he | 

late Miliſtina, now the happy Mrs. 
Churchill, defiring he would imme 
diately join their party, and ratify. his 
vows of love and attachment to the 
lovely woman that had ſo long and 
truly engroſſed them; chat, bis prayer 
would be heard, and ſhe ventured to 
| latter bim would be received, 


? * 
7 * 


lo Nevexidad, Mr, $i 8 
ſach moments of true delight; he bleſſed 
his Ger, and, kiſſed e precious leuer 
which, had, conveyed: ſuch glad, gidings 
to ber heart: could, Mrs. Sheffield have 
feen bim at his, moment, ſhe would 
haye. beep conyinced of. the. fincerity 
of has 19 -N 414 brust 00 III 
HiVNor. II. K a Mr. 
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Mr. Berrel determined no o longer to 
vithhold from his parents information 
which could now' only give them plea- 
ſure. True affection and implicit con- 
fidence are uſually united. He: had. 
been in the early habits of communi- 
cating all the joys and ſorrows of his 
heart to thoſe who had ever ſhared 
them—their approbation | and bleſſing 
were alone wanting tor. complete his 
bliſs : he relied on his ſiſter's encou- 
ragement, and more than hoped,” he 


truſted, the Joy of inen would 
SI is Þ 
be RN. of, ; 


The anxious lover loſt no time in 
gaining the conſenting approbation of 
his parents; every circumſtance attend- 
ing the paſt and preſent” ſtate of his 
affeQion he faithfully: related, and had 
the happineſs of uniting their approba- 
tion with his own on his paſt conduct 
in the moſt critical trial his virtue had 
ever erzeneed., 2 Berrel aroſe 
Vith 
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with the ſun, and departed for the happy 
region of love and friendſhip. Mrs. 
Sheffield was ever preſent to his ima- 
gination; never did man more fincerely 
adore the object of his affe&ion, than 
Mr. Berrel. 


Mrs. Churchill did not expect her 
brother ſo immediately, and was moſt 
agreeably ſurpriſed by his arrival; never 
had he ſeen his ſiſter's ſweet face ſo 
dreſſed in ſmiles as at this moment, or 
her beauty ſo animated with pleaſure, 
Colonel Churchill aſſured Mr. Berrel 
that he conſidered himſelf as the moſt 
enviable of mortals—he could not bear 
to have his Miliſtina a moment out of 
his Gght; the attentions of a fond ad- 
mirer were contending with an affec- 

tionate huſband for the nee. 
every wiſh anticipated. 


Mr. Bertel's anxious enquiring eyes 
were vainly directed to the door. Mrs. 
K 2 Churchill 


OP united. 
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Churchill enſured his pleaſure, by pro- 


_ poling to join Mrs. Sheffield in her 
morning walk. Mr. Berrel ſaw her 


coming towards them, and obſerved, 
with pleaſure, that ſhe was out of mourn- 
ing. In faltering accents he addreſſed 
ee Tru love muſt ever be timid. 
bien Sheffield felt ap for the 
ſentiments ſhe had ſo unconſciouſly in- 
ſpired in Mr. Berrel, which naturally 
produced a degree of embarraſſment on 
firſt ſeeing him. Mrs. Churchill had 
fo ſtrongly pleaded his cauſe, that, ſup- 
ported by the high opinion ſhe had 
herſelf conceived: of his exalted cha- 
racer, had produced a ſtrong impreſſion 
on her heart, which promiſed to be 
productive of future affedtion: ſhe had 


always thought bim agreeable, and had 


ever conſidered him as a friend to 
whom ſhe was much obliged, and, in a 
good heart, gratitude | and ove. are 


A week | 
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A week after Mr. Berrel's arrival at 
Elmore Lodge he addreſſed Mrs. Shef- 
field on the ſubject ſo near his heart, 
with the delicate diffidenge which fears 
to offend what it moſt reveres. Mrs. 
Sheffield was, firm in every purpoſe 
which her heart approved, and with 
cheerful acquieſcence acceded to the 
earneſt prayer of tried attachment, and 
| fuffered him to fix the period for the 
completion of his happineſs. They re- 
mained at Elmore Lodge till within a 
week of their union, when. they pre- 
vailed on Colonel and Mrs. Churchill 
to accompany them to Trent Hall: the 
intervening time Mr, Berrel devoted to 


delicate attentions to Mrs. Sheffield, ſo 


unuſual for her to receive, that they 
produced ſenſations of grateful affection 


that her former —— had never 
. | 5 | 


Mr. Berrel edits, as 3 as 
he pollbly could, the tardy lawyers, 
RE | The 
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The amiable party at Elmore WHEY ſet _ 
out for Trent Hall to complete the 
happineſs of Mr. Berrel : they met with. 
the moſt flattering and welcome re- 
ceptions from Sir George and Lady 
Berrel, who received them all with pa- 
rental affection, conſidering them each , 
as their children. 


Mrs. Sheffield was charmed with their 
affedtionate attentions to her in the new 
character which they now conſidered 
her in; they had always admired her 
as a wife and widow, and rejoiced in 
being enſured. of the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
« treaſure 1 in their own Nenne 


Mr. Berrel ans Mrs. Sheffield no 
longer to delay his happineſs, and availed 
himſelf of her ſilence as an aſſent to 
his wiſhes. Sir George Berrel made a 
very handſome ſettlement on Mrs. Shef- 
field, and immediately gave up an eſtate 
be had in a diſtant part of the county, 
conſiſting 
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;confiſting of tuo bundred acres, ſur- 
-rounding an old vabbey, incaſed with 
ivy, called Roſecome Abbey, the ground 
finely planted with old timber, the fan- 
taſtic growth of which was a fine appen- 
dage to the old caſtle : the eſtate was all 
laid down in fine lawn; it had belonged 
to the Berrel family for many ſucceeding 
generations, and having been the con- 
ſtant reſident of many of them, had been 
kept in tenantable repair. The preſent 5 
Sir George's grandfather had new fur- 
niſhed it completely in the modern ſtyle 
of the days he lived in, which was not 
become 'obſolete,' and was much better 
adapted to the antiquity of the abbey 
than any thing they could have ſubſti- 
tuted. Mrs. Sheffield had many rea- 
ſons for not continuing her reſidence at 
Oak Cover after a ſecond marriage 
ſuggeſtions of her delicate mind. She 
propoſed to Mr. Berrel to let it imme- 
diately on a long leaſe. Mrs. Sheffield's 
ſentiments on this ſubje& ſo perfectly 
1 K 4 correſponded 
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correſponded with Mr. Berrel's wiſhes, 
that he had himſelf thought of pro- 
poling it to her, confirmed by her aſ- 
ſurance, that Roſecome Abbey would 
be a reſidence ſhe ſhould: very much 
like for its retirement from the world, 
and ſeclufion from the interruption of 
many neighbours. This was the moſt 
flattering reaſon to Mr. Berrel's for her 
partiality ſhe could have aſſigned, as it 
confirmed the fondeſt wiſhes of his 
heart—that he would be all ſufficient to 
the real happineſs of the beloved ob- 
4e& of his ſoul, with whom he could 
have inhabited the deſart, and have con- 
ceived it the paradiſe of the world to 
ſuperintend and ſhare all her pleaſures, 
was his Wr 2 Nan! OY 1 
fication. | 


＋—ʒͤᷓ—— — 


3 


The Wen enjoyment and ene 
that ſubſiſted in the amiable family at 
Trent Hall, , few are in whos POOR of. , 


w 2. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Berrel's happineſs increaſed- as 
the deſtined day approached; when with 
the united concurrence of love; eſteem, 
and approbation, the amiable Mrs. 
"Sheffield was to unite herſelf to a man 
formed to admiire- and revere her vir- 
tues, Who had given her a thouſand 


tender proofs of the juſt claim he had 
to her affections.— No doubts for the 


future happineſs of her life obtruded on 
her mind: in the lover, ſhe had enſured 
the friend and protector, and moſt inte- 
reſting companion; the tie which' had 
alone bound her to Mr. Sheffield was 
the vow which ratified the obſervance 
on her part of fulfilling! the ſtricteſt mo- 
ral my that is enjoined us to W 
| ' * 1 

T: Mr. Berrel had reached nn 
of his higheſt hope, and he felt the pre- 


ſent eminence he ſtood on raiſed him 


above the level of human nature; love 
| had refined even the purity of Mr. Ber- 
"Ps EE ROVER had he expe- 


rienced 


— D— 
- wi... 


* 
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nienced ſuch a tranſport of happineſs 


as on the morning which preſented; Mrs. 
Sheffield prepared to attend him to 


Laton church; her beauty on this oc- 


caſion was not heightened by the flat- 


| tering, art of dreſs—ber. fine, face was 
in part concealed by a veil.— Mr. Ber- 


rel took the hand of his deſtined bride, 
and conduQted her- to his parents, and 


received their united bleſſings. Miliſtina 


embraced her affeQionately, and congra- 


tulated her brother as the bappieſt of 
men —“ As bleſſed as I am, my, Mi- 


liſtina,”” ſaid Mr. Churchill, © whocon- 
ſider myſelf in poſſeſſion of Nature's 
moſt perfect work.“ Mrs. Churchill with 
bluſhes received the commendations of 
her huſband. Mr. Churchill kiſſed his 


Aſter, and handed her into the chaiſe, 


which was to cõndud her to Laton, at- 


| tended by Lady Berrel, followed by Sir 


George and Mr. Berrel; and. Mr. and 
Mrs. Churchill in Sir George's coach. 
Mr. Churchill gave his ſiſter away, and 
+ 1 . 
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Mr.. Errold, the early friend. wad pre- 
ceptor of his youth, had the heart- felt 
pleaſure of uniting then. —The uſual 
dignity and propriety of manners, which 
in all ſituations attended Mrs. Sheffield, 
at this moment did not forſake her; in 
gentle accents, but intelligibly pro- 
nounced, ſhe vowed eternal love and 
truth to the noble character who poſ- 


ſeſſed the fincereſt affetions of her 
heart. . 


' The party preſent joined in fervent 
prayer for the continuance of the hap- 
pineſs this day had ratified. —Mr. Ber- 
rel returned with Mrs. Berrel in an ele- 
gant chaiſe Mr. Churchill had ordered 
to be in readineſs to receive che bride 

and bridegroom, an unexpedted preſent 

he that day made his ſiſter: they all re- 
turned to Trent Hall, whence, after hav- 

ing - - received the affetlionate bleſſing 
and congratulation of thoſe moſt dear 
to them, they ſet out for Roſcome 
Abbey. 
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Abbey. Never were two hearts more 
fondly attached than Mr. and * 
Berrel's. 


4 Ah! happy they, the happieſt of their kind, 
Whom gentler ſtars unite, in one fate; 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings 
i Bietich* 
' THOMSON. 


When Virtue authoriſes and approves 


our pleaſures, how firmly they attach to 
the __ 


The marriage of Lady Severn Lad 
Mr. Ruſſel took place ſhortly. after Mr. 
and Mrs. Berrel's, which promiſed to 
enſure as laſting an attachment, Lady 
F arnborough highly approved the match, 
as it was the moſt probable aſſurance of 
a future protector for her giandſon.— 
This marriage produced general re- 
joicing at the Caſtle: the good Mr. Er- 
rold performed the ceremony, at which 
only Lady Farnborough vas preſent. 


; | Sir 
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Sir George and Lady Berrel had pro. 
miſed to divide their ſummer between 
their children, and early viſit the happy 
abode of Elmore Lodge and Roſecome 
Abbey, che bliſsful reſidences of true 
domeſtic joy: this truly happy party 
vere all to meet in the autumn at Lar- 
n A by ond 


The worthy poſſeſfors of Trent Hall 
had not a wiſh remaining to be accom- 
pliſhed, but for the continuance of thoſe 
bleſſings which were to produce a peace- 
ful ſerenity and heartfelt contentment to 
oppoſe to the inevitable ills of declining 
life; and their many diſtinguiſhed vir- 
tues enſured to em a bliſsful ſtate of 
immortality. | 


THE END, 
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Abbey.—Never were two hearts more 
fondly attached than Mr. and on 
Berrel's. 


5 « Ah! happy they, the happieſt of their kind, 
Whom gentler ſtars unite, _in one fate; 


Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings 
blend,” 


THOMSON. 


When Virtue authoriſes and approves 


our pleaſures, how firmly they attach to 
the heart. 


The marriage of Lady Severn and 
Mr. Ruſſel took place ſhortly. after Mr. 
and Mrs. Berrel's, which promiſed to 
enſure as laſting an attachment. Lady 
Farnborough highly approved the match, 
as it was the moſt probable aſſurance of 
a future protector for her grandſon. — 

This marriage produced general re- 
joicing at the Caſtle: the good Mr. Er- 
rold performed the ceremony, at which 
only Lady Farnborough was preſent. 


A | Sir 
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| Sir George and Lady Berrel had pro- 


miſed to divide their ſummer between 


their children, and early viſit the happy 
abode of Elmore Lodge and Roſecome 
Abbey, the bliſsful reſidences of true 
domeſtic joy: this truly happy party 
were all to meet in the autumn at Las- | 
W A r 


The worthy poſſeſfors of Trent Hall 
Had not a wiſh remaining to be accom- 
pliſhed, but for the continuance of thoſe 
bleſſings which vere to produce a peace. 
ful ſerenity and heartfelt contentment to 

oppoſe to the inevitable ills of declining, 
life; and their many diſtinguiſhed vir- 
tues enſured to them a bliſsful ſtate of 
immortality. 


- 


THE END. 
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equal read unequal, 


dieſired read derived. 


the ſafety of read his 105 the, 
been only read been born only. 


. _..' Tepeat read-repent, | 4481 
'" had read has. 


2 of read to. 


"mind herſelf read mind with herſelf. 
nis read the. 


a fight read in the fight. 
MN 
robes read rolls, =» | 
will feel” read will not feel. 
brighteſ read brilltunt; ' [3 9 
| ſouree read ſenſe. (33 F Ti 13 
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"" from read legs bent from. 
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No flimſy gauze and frippery ſcenes I wrote, 
With patches here and theie like Joſeph's coat, 


CHURCHILL, 


Fair views and beauteous proſpects I invent, 
Pines, poplars, ruins, rocks, and ſentiment ; 
Fond lovers ſigh beneath my vines and larches, 


While ghoſts glide grimly grave through glimmering arches, 


